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[0 O As a child——and as an adult as well——aBill was untidy. Ithas been said that in order to break of this habit,
his moth-er Mary drew up weekly clothing plans for him. On Mondayshe might go to school in blue, on Tuesdays
in green, onWednesdays in brown, on Thursdays in black, and so on. He never did his own laundry. Weekend
meal schedules werealso planned in detail, lest he should starve.[] (I Dinner table discussions in the Gates family
were always lively and educational. "It was a rich environment in which to learn,” Bill remembered.[] O At four, Bill
was able to do some simple calculations,sueh as subtracting and multiplying numbers. Bills contem- poraries, even
at the age, recognized that he was a genius. Every year, he and his friends would go to summer camp. Bill especially
liked swimming and other sports. One of his summer camp friends recalled, "He was never the kind of kid you
didnt want your team to have.[J We all knew Bill was smarter than us Even back then, when he was nine or ten
years old, he talked like an adult and could express himself in ways that none of us understood. "
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