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O O What is theatre[

Actors tell a story in words and act on a stage. Why has theatre been so intriguing topeople all over the world and
throughout history[

Theatre in the West began in Greece in 534 B.C.in thecelebration of the cult of Dionysius. The relationship between
religion and theatre is neither accidental norincidental: they both include ceremony, ritual, and spectacle that create
drama which engages our emotionsand intellect because they tell stories that are universal. In prehistoric times,
ceremonies and rituals helped people explain such awe-inspiring, dramatic eventsas birth, death, and powerful
natural forces. Man needs a way to cope with his deepest fears and concernsso he creates dramatic situations that
express and mimic these feelings. The costumed participants in theceremony [ with a script[] ,like the actors on
stage, pretend they are driving out demons or pleasing theirgod, or resolving their fears and concerns. This is what
Aristotle called catharsisC] [ [0 [0 O O O thepurgationd O O O of powerful emotions such as fear and pity that
offers the release from tension that weexperience as we empathize with the actors facing their conflictsC] and our
own(] and work toward resolvingthem. Theatre and religion touch us not only emotionally and intellectually, but
spiritually. Shakespearewas right when he said that all the world is a stage and we but actors playing our parts.]

[0 There are three basic periods in the history of theatre: Classical period-Greek and Roman theatre; theRomantic
period which includes the Renaissance in Europe and the Modern period which began in the late19th century. The
Greeks laid the foundation of theatre in the West. They developed the five-act play whichShakespeare and most
others followed. At first, there was only one actor who recited a story about thegods. Then Aeschylus added a
second actor who made dialogue possible that changed theatre forever, andlater Sophocles added a third actor who
brought new elements of conflict that are the essence drama,especially tragedy. The early Christian banned theatre,
but offered elaborate ceremonies to attract peopleand to educate them in the Christian doctrine and its dramatic
mythology. In the Renaissance, the arts wereflourishing first in Italy and then n ther parts of Europe. Shakespeare
wrote in the 16th and early 17thcenturies. Modern theatre began in the 19th century with the plays of Ibsen,
Strindberg and Chekhov. Theyoffered reality rather han fantasy or simplistic popular melodramas.[] The 20th
century brought boldinnovations in America and Europe, including new structures: two and three-act plays or a
series of scenesreplaced the five-act structure; new stage designs and staging; new issues especially after hentheatre
of the Absurd appeared. Off-Broadway and Off-Off-Broadway productions challenged the old ways y presenting
experimental works that shocked and perplexed many audiences.
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