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[0 O Ricky Gervaiss new film, The Invention of Lying, is about a world where lying doesnt exist, which means that
everybody tells the truth, and everybody believes everything everybody else says. "Ive always hated you," a man tells
awork colleague. "He seems nice, if a bit fat," a woman says about her date. Its all truth, all the time, at whatever the
cost. Until one day, when Mark, a down-on-his-luck loser played by Gervais, discovers a thing called "lying" and
what it can get him. Within days, Mark is rich, famous, and courting the girl of his dreams. And be- cause nobody
knows what "lying" is, he goes on, happily living what has become a complete and utter farce.(J I Its meant to be
funny, but its also a more serious commentary on us all. As Americans, we like to think we value the truth. Time
and time again, public-opinion polls show that honesty is among the top five characteristics we want in a leader,
friend, or lover; the world is full of woe- ful stories about the tragic consequences of betrayal. At the same time,
deception is all around us. We are lied to by government officials and public figures to a disturbing degree; many of
our social relationships are based on little white lies we tell each other. We deceive our children, only to be deceived
by them in return. And the average person, says psychologist Robert Feld- man, the author of a new book on lying,
tells at least three lies in the first 10 minutes of a conversation. "
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