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[0 O Yet there is a puzzle: why do we distinguish different senses, and what,exactly, are we distinguishing between
O

Answering these questions requires that wegive some account of what it is about our perceptions of things that
makes themperceptions of one sense or another. Such an account needs to explain what makesthe Perceptions of
different senses count as of different senses, and what theperceptions of a single sense have in common that makes
them perceptions of asingle sense. If it can do that it will have answered the question of why we countexactly five
senses [ the counting question . The puzzle is that none of the obviouscandidate answers seems adequate. ]

(1 One such answer appeals to the sense organs. We distinguish different sensesbecause we perceive things with
different parts of our body——uwith different senseorgans. The problem with this suggestion is that there are lots of
different parts ofour body that are involved in perceiving——feet, hands, etc.——that we dont take tobe distinct
senses. So why do we pick the parts we do[]

0 O In response to this it might be suggested that sense organs arent just parts of thebody, they are different kinds
of sensory mechanisms. That suggestion doesntwork. Consider touch. There are more than 15 functionally and
morphologicallydistinct sensory mechanisms——sensitivity to temperature, ] pain, pressure, theposition of
joints, and so on——which play a role in touch. We regard things that weperceive as a result of the operation of
any or several of these distinct mechanisms asthings that we perceive by the sense of touch, so we cant simply
identify the senseof touch with the operation of a kind of sensory mechanism. Something similar istrue of the other
senses.[] O One might react to this by saying that what this shows is that our everydaydistinction between five
senses is mistaken. In fact there are many more than fivesenses and, therefore, the puzzle that | began with is
misplaced. That conclusionwould follow only if it could be shown that our everyday distinction between fivesenses
was a proto-scientific attempt to characterize the sensory mechanisms orprocesses involved in perception, and so
subject to revision in the light of scientificdiscoveries.[] 0 Many philosophers think that sense organs or sensory
mechanisms——theunderlying physiology and psychological processes——are irrelevant to an explanationof our
everyday distinction between the senses. This is because they think it isconceivable that someone who was
congenitally blind could have their sightrestored artificially by being fitted with a prosthetic device.
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