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[0 O Linda enjoyed listening to the gossip] [ (I [ at the water fountain(J [ [0 [0 [0 [0 and then passed it[] [J to
others[] Sometimes people got a little hurt[] Patty decided that Linda should be taught a lessonl] After the second
class] Patty was at the water fountain] As she took a drink[] Abel passed byl “ What" Sup?” he asked her

O Patty said(] “ Nothing much[J the usual(] Today is sure an interesting day[] But its not good for Lindall ” [
0 “ What do you mean? What happened?” Abel asked[] Patty said sadly[] “ | heard that Linda got below an A
on her history exam[J You know her parents want her to get straight AsC] | think they’ 11 keep her at home for a
whole week to study] ” Before he could ask anything else[]

Patty walked ondJ Abel caught up with Emily] “ Did you hear] ” he asked[] not waiting for her to answerl]

“ Lindald [ failed on a history[] and her parents will keep her at home for a whole month?” Emily looked atl[]
0 him in surprise] “ But Linda is a straight-A studentJ This is terrible[] Don’ t tell anybody[] and I won’ t At
lunchJ the gossip was flying fastl] Tim asked Bob[J

“ Did you hear about poor Linda? She failed in history] and her parents are going to get her a tutor] 0 00 0 O
00" O 0O By three oclock everybody knew it(] All day[J Linda had a strange feelingl People were looking at
herJ She asked Dana what was going on[J He said[J “ 1don’ tknow who found out(] butwe’ re really sorry(]
" 00" Sorryaboutwhat?” Lindaasked Danasaidld “ Everybody knows you failed in all your subjects.and
your parents are taking you out of sch0010 ” Linda staredJ (I [J [J at him mouth opened “ How did this
gossip start? Its not truelJ

" Linda began to shout. In a momentJ most of her friends were around her(J They asked if there was anything
they could doJ * Look[1” shesaid] “ Igotan A on my history exam[J WhO0 would start a gossip like this?

" Nobody seemed to know but they did know that it began at the water fountain[]
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