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[0 O 4.1.5 Assessment[] Testingll Teaching and Learning (I [T Tests may be constructed primarily as devices to
reinforce learning and to motivate the student[] known as the test is geared to the teaching] or primarily as a
means of assessing the student’s performance in the language] known as the teaching is often geared largely to the
test (1 Heaton[J 1988[1 . We can not expect testing only to follow teaching. What we should demand of it[]
however[] is that it should be supportive of good teaching. At present[d tests should be constructed to measure
the candidate’s success in performing purposeful and relevant tasks and their actual ability to communicate in the
language. However[d most tests are norm-referenced and too many teachers gear their teaching towards an
ill-defined "average group” without taking into account the abilities of those students in the class who are at either
the end of the scale.(] O How testing helps students learning English and how testing helps teachers of English?
Take classroom tests as an example. A good classroom test can help students create positive attitudes toward the
class-a sense of accomplishment and benefit students by helping them master the language study when they prepare
for exams and when exams are returned and discussed as soon as possible[] requiring them to study hard(]
emphasizing course objectivesl] and showing them where they need to improve. A good classroom test also helps
teachers to evaluate individual performancel] locate the precise areas of difficulty encountered by the class of
individuals(] and evaluate the effectiveness of the syllabus[] method and materials.[J [0 We can have a better
understanding of the relationship between assessment[] testingl] teachingd and learning by the following
examples: We believe that humans want to learn and learning is an innate and lifelong process. Therefore educators
expect that all people can learn. They maintain challenging expectations for all learners. They are passionate about
learning modeld curiosity and persistence.[] (I Therefored the primary purpose for assessment is to improve
learning. Assessment provides all learners with the capacity to demonstrate what they know[] value and are able to
do.[J [0 We believe that learners are unique and they determine their own learning. Therefore educators recognize
individual differences and demonstrate care for and understanding of each learner. They include and maximize the
participation of learners of different abilities and backgrounds. They apply a relevant range of teaching approaches
and strategies and negotiate with learners about learning goalsC] activitiesC] issues and contexts. As a result[]
learners self-assess and develop their capacity to monitor their own learning and negotiate assessment criteria and
assessment tasks.[J [ (1 [J
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