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[0 O The third and crowning step in the process of salvation is the baptism of the Holy Spirit. This is considered the
third blessing of the Spirit and is evidenced by speaking in tongues. The pattern of receiving the baptism of the Spirit
is the same as that experienced in the NewTestament church.First[] the believer must yearn for a deeper experience
with God.Next.theBook of Acts records two ways by which the Spirit comes upon persons.At Samariall Damascus
[0 and Ephesus] persons experienced the baptism of the Spirit when the apostleslaidhands on them.In Jerusalem
and Caesarea the Holy Spirit feu upon worshipers during thecourse of a worship service.Consequently

[ Pentecostals see the laying on of hands and theexperience of worship as the two occasions for the baptism of the
Spirit.As long as a personremains closed to this experiencel] he or she can never receive the baptism of the Spirit.

0 O The baptism of the SpiritC] however[] is not an end in itself,but a means to an end.Earlyleaders in the
Pentecostal

movement were often heard to say that believers should alwaysseek the giver of the gift of tongues and not merely
the gift itself. The fact that many personshave gone from this experience into error or fanaticism does not deter
Pentecostals fromteaching the validity of the gift[]

When properly understood[] the baptism of the Spirit enablesthe believer to be an effective witness for Christ.Spirit
baptism gives a person the nature ofa witness. This means that the person is completely motivated by the will of
God.In addition.this experience is considered to bring a depth ofjoy and spirituality otherwise unattainablel]

[0 O According to Pentecostal teaching[ baptism is a vital part of the salvation experiencel] but a person is not
saved through baptism.Jesus commissioned the disciples to baptize newconvertst therefore baptism is a sacred
ordinance to be obeyed.However.Pentecostalsrecognize that extreme circumstances exist in which baptism may be
impossible. The thief onthe cross is an example.In such cases.Pentecostals teach a concept referred to by
othergroups as the baptism of desire. This means that God honors the desire of those who wish tobe baptized but
find themselves in situations that prevent it.C1 O In line with their belief in biblical authority[] Pentecostals teach
that the only biblicalmode of baptism is by immersion and they practise this symbolic ordinance in their
churches.Normallyd persons are baptized with the Trinitarian formulald in the name of the Father.Sonand Holy
SpiritC] .However[d Pentecostals recognize that some biblical references to baptismmention only the name of
Jesus. Thereforel it seems of primary importance to invoke thename of Christ at the time of baptism[]

[0 O Pentecostals do not practise infant baptism since they teach believer’ s baptism.In addition[]

they do not feel that the child has willfully entered into sin[J nor do they find scriptural basisfor infant
baptism.However[] they do believe in and practise the dedication of infants to God.This practice is seen to be in
keeping with Jesustreatment of and statements about children.
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