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My First jobUnwillingly on HolidayThree Sundays in a WeekA Man from Stratford—— William ShakespeareThe
Light at the End of the ChunnelAtomic CarsOn Not Answering the TelephoneOn Buying BookswWho Killed
Benny Paret?"Keep Class 2 Under Your Thumb"Shaka——King of the ZulusA Winter to
RememberChristmasAfter Twenty YearsA Fable for Tomorrow
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O O Textd O While I was waiting to enter university, | saw in a local newspaper a teaching post advertisedat a
school in a suburb of London about ten miles from where 1 lived. Being very short of moneyand wanting to do
something useful, I applied, fearing as I did so, thatl without a degree andwith no experience of teaching my
chances of landing the job were slim2.00 [0 However, three days later a letter arrived, summoning me to
Croydon13 for an interview. Itproved an awkward journey: a train to Croydon station; a ten-minute bus ride4 and
then a walk ofat least a quarter of a mile. As a result I arrived on a hot June morning too depressed to feel ner-vous.
O O The school was a dreary, gabled Victorian house of red brick and with big staring sash-window5. The front
garden was a gravel square; four evergreen shrubs stood at each corner,where they struggled to survive the dust and
fumes from a busy main road.d O It was clearly the headmaster himself that opened the door. He was short and
rotund. Hehad a sandy-coloured moustache, a freckled forehead and hardly any hair. He was wearing atweed suit
one felt somehow he had always worn it and across his ample stomach was loopeda silver watch-chain.
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