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[0 O 2 Read and listen to a conversation about the future.[] [ 1 What is the specific topic that these people are
discussing[]

0 O 2 Which of them is a pessimist[]

Which is an optimist[]

Whatabout the others[]

00 O ALAN: In the end science is likely to solve a lot of theworlds problems... I mean, medical advances andthings
like that.., theyll cut down diseases.| heard a geneticist on the radio talking about howthey might be able to get rid
of hereditary diseasesaltogether in the next ten years.[1 [1 PAT:[J Yes ... might. But there are new diseases all
thetime. And, anyway, science creates problems ... itdoesnt Just solve them.[] [0 TIM:0 What do you mean[]

0 O PAT:0 Well, take genetic engineering, for instance. Thesame research thats intended to fight diseases hasother
uses as well.CJ [0 ALAN: Like what[]

O O PAT:0 Well, theyre not only finding out about genes thatcause diseases ... theyre also going to knowwhich
ones give us the colour of our hair and eyes.In theory they already know how to create maleor female children.,,
and now theyre sayingthere might be a gene that affects intelligencel

O O TIM:O Wait a moment. Whats wrong with that(]

O O PAT:0J Whats wrong with it0J

Everyonell want the samekind of children. And in some countries thatlimean mostly male children .., and all
intelligent,of course ... and in some countries ...[0 [J SARA: Just let me tell you something. When | havechildren,
which Im not thinking of doing yet, ifscience can give me the perfect child, then I intendto have the perfect child... |
think its a great idea.[] [0 PAT:[ You seel]

Well havea world full of perfect people.And therell be too many men[]

[0 O ALAN: Do you really believe that[]

You cant be certainthat people will choose their babies characteristics.It would be awful if we lost the variety-I
mean, ifpeople were all the same - but perhaps that wonthappen. | dont think it will.
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