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[0 O LESSON 1 THE GOOD READERI 00 O O O O O 1. Itis told of Frederick the Greatl] King of Prussiall
that(] as he was seated one day in his private room[] a written petition1 was brought to him with the request that it
should be immediately read. The King had just returned from hunting] and the glare of the sun(1 or some other
causel] had so dazzled his eyes that he found it diffi cult to make out a single word of the writing.OJ O 2. His
private secretary happened to be absentl] and the soldier who brought the petition could not read. There was a
pageld or favorite boy servant[] waiting in the hallC and upon him the King called. The page was a son of one of
the noblemen of the court] but proved to be a very poor reader.[] [ 3. In the fi rst place[] he did not articulate2
distinctly. He huddled his words together in the utteranced as if they were syllables of one long word[d] which he
must get through with as speedily as possible. His pronunciation was bad[] and he did not modulate3 his voice so
as to bring out the meaning of what he read. Every sentence was uttered with a dismal monotony4 of voice[d asif it
did not differ in any respect from that which preceded it.0J [ 4. &ldquo;Stop[]

&rdquo; said the King[l impatiently. &ldquo;ls it an auctioneer&rsquo;s list of goods to be sold that you are
hurrying overJ

Send your companion to me.&rdquo; Another page who stood at the door now entered] and to him the King
gave the petition. The second page began by hemming and clearing his throat in such an affected5 manner that the
King jokingly asked him whether he had not slept in the public garden with the gate openJ the night before.[J
[J 5. The second page had a good share of self-conceitl] however[] and so was not greatly confused by the
King&rsquo;s jest. He determined that he would avoid the mistake which his comrade had made. So he
commenced reading the petition slowly and with great formality[l emphasizing every word[] and prolonging the
articulation of every syllable. But his manner was so tedious that the King cried out] &Idquo;Stop[]

are you reciting a lesson in the elementary sounds[]

Out of the room[J

But noJ stayl]

Send me that little girl who is sitting there by the fountain.&rdquo;] O 6. The girl thus pointed out by the King
was a daughter of one of the laborers employed by the royal gardener] and she had come to help her father weed
the fl ower beds. It chanced that[] like many of the poor people in Prussiall she had received a good education.
She was somewhat alarmed when she found herself in the King&rsquo;s presencel] but took courage when the
King told her that he only wanted her to read for him[J as his eyes were weak.[] [1 7. Now[J Ernestine (for this
was the name of the little girl) was fond of reading aloud(] and often many of the neighbors would assemble at her
father&rsquo;s house to hear her(J those who could not read themselves would come to her[d also[] with their
letters from distant friends or children] and she thus formed the habit of reading various sorts of handwriting
promptly and well.CJ O 8. The King gave her the petitionlJ and she rapidly glanced through the opening lines to
get some idea of what it was about. As she read[d her eyes began to glisten[J] and her breast to heave. &ldquo;What
Is the matter[]

&rdquo; asked the King[l &ldquo;don&rsquo;t you know how to readl]

&rdquo; &ldquo;Oh yesl]

sire[] &rdquo; she replied] addressing him with the title usually applied to himJ &Ildquo;l will now read it if
you please.&rdquo;] O 9. The two pages wore about to leave the room. &ldgquo;Remain[] &rdquo; said the King.
The little girl began to read the petition. It was from a poor widow[l whose only son had been drafted1 to serve in
the army although his health was delicate and his pursuits had been such as to unfi t him for military life. His
father had been killed in battle[1 and the son hada strong desire to become a portrait painter.(0 (I 10. The writer
told her story in asimple[d concisel manner(] that carried to the heart a belief of its truth(] and Ernestine read it
with so much feelingdd and with an articulation so just[] in tones so pure and distinctC] that when she had fi
nishedd the King into whose eyes the tears had started[] exclaimed &ldquo;Oh[]

now | understand what it is all about[] but I might never have known[I certainly | never should have felt[] its
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meaning had | trusted to these young gentlemend whom | now dismiss from my service for one year[] advising
them to occupy their time in learning to read.&rdquo;0] O 11. &ldquo;As for youll my young lady(] &rdquo;
continued the Kingl &ldquo;l know you will ask no better reward for your trouble than the pleasure of carrying
to this poor widow my order for her son&rsquo;s immediate discharge2. Let me see whether you can write as well
as you can read. Take this pend and write as | dictate3.&rdquo; He then dictated an order(] which Ernestine
wrote[] and he signed. Calling one of his guardsC] he bade him go with the girl and see that the order was obeyed.
0 O 12. How much happiness was Ernestine the means of bestowing through her good elocution] united to the
happy circumstance that brought it to the knowledge of the King[

FirstCD there were her poor neighbors] to whom she could give instruction and entertainment. Thend there was
the poor widow who sent the petition] and who not only regained her sonl] but received through Ernestine an
order for him to paint the King&rsquo;s likeness[I so that the poor boy soon rose to great distinction4] and had
more orders than he could attend to. Words could not express5 his gratitudel] and that of his mother(J to the
little girl.0J OJ 13. And Ernestine had[J moreover(] the satisfaction of aiding her father to rise in the world[J so
that he became the King&rsquo;s chief gardener. The King did not forget her] but had her well educated at his
own expense. As for the two pages[] she was indirectly the means of doing them good[] also[] for[] ashamed of
their bad readingl] they commenced studying in earnestl] till they overcame the faults that had offended the King.
Both fi nally rose to distinction] one as a lawyer[] and the other as a statesman[] and they owed their
advancement in life chiefl y to theirgood elocution.0 O D 0D 0 00D 000100000000 0O0OOOOO
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00 O LESSON 3 THE GENTLE HANDO O 0O O O O O O Timothy S. Arthur (b. 18090 d. 1885) was born near
Newburghl N.Y.O but passed most of his life at Baltimore and Philadelphia. His opportunities for good
schooling were quite limited[J and he may be considered a self-educated man. He was the author of more than a
hundred volumes principally novels of a domestic and moral tonel] and of many shorter
tales&mdash;magazine articlesC] etc. &ldquo;Ten Nights in a Barroom[] &rdquo; and &ldquo;Three Yearsina
Mantrap &rdquo; are among his best known works.[1 [0 1. When and where it matters not now to
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relate&mdash;but once upon atimeld as | was passing through a thinly peopled district of countryd] night came
down upon me almost unawares. Being on foot[] | could not hope to gain the village toward which my steps were
directedd until a late hour[] and I therefore preferred seeking shelter and a night&rsquo;s lodging at the fi rst
humble dwelling that presented itself.[] (1 2. Dusky twilight was giving place to deeper shadows[] when | found
myself in the vicinityl of a dwelling[] from the small uncurtained windows of which the light shone with a pleasant
promise of good cheer and comfort. The house stood within an inclosure] and a short distance from the road
along which | was moving with wearied feet.[] (1 3. Turning aside[] and passing through the ill-hung gate[J |
approached the dwelling. Slowly the gate swung on its wooden hinges] and the rattle of its latch[J in closing]
did not disturb the air until I had nearly reached the porch in front of the housed in which a slender girlCJ who
had noticed my entrancel] stood awaiting my arrival.[] [J 4. A deep] quick bark answered[] almost like an echo
[ the sound of the shutting gate[] and[] sudden as an apparition] the form of an immense dog loomed in the
doorway. At the instant when he was about to springd a light hand was laid upon his shaggy neckd and a low
word spoken.[] [J 5. &ldquo;Go in] Tiger &rdquo; said the girlC] not in a voice of authority] yet in her gentle
tones was the consciousness that she would be obeyedd andO as she spokeld she lightly bore upon the animal
with her hand[C and he turned away and disappeared within the dwelling..J O 6. &ldquo;Who&rsquo;s that[]
&rdquo; A rough voice asked the question[] and now a heavy-looking man took the dog&rsquo;s place in the
door.OJ O 7. &ldquo;How far is it to G&mdash; ]

&rdquo; I askedd not deeming it best to say[] in the beginning[] that | sought a resting place for the night.[J [J 8.
&ldquo;To G&mdash;[]

&rdquo; growled the manl] but not so harshly as at fi rst. &ldquo;It&rsquo;s good six miles from here.&rdquo;[]
1 9. &ldquo;A long distancel] and I&rsquo;m a stranger and on foot] &rdquo; said I. &ldquo;lIf you can make
room for me until morningd | will be very thankful.&rdquo;0 O 0. I saw the girl&rsquo;s hand move quickly up
hisarm[] until it rested on his shoulder] andnow she leaned to him still closer.(J [J 11. &ldquo;Come in.
We&rsquo;ll try what can be done for you.&rdquo; There was a change in the man&rsquo;s voice that made me
wonder. | entered a large roomO in which blazed a brisk fi re. Before the fi re sat two stout ladsC] who turned upon
me their heavy eyes] with no very welcome greeting. A middle-aged woman was standing at a table[J and two
children were amusing themselves with a kitten on the fl oor.[0 [0 12. &ldquo;A stranger] mother[] &rdquo; said
the man who had given me so rude a greeting at the door] &ldquo;and he wants us to let him stay all
night.&rdquo;J [ 13. The woman looked at me doubtingly for a few momentsC] and then replied coldly[]
&ldquo;We don&rsquo;t keep a public house.&rdquo;J O 14. &ldquo;l&rsquo;m aware of thatl] ma&rsquo;am
[0 &rdquo; said 10 &ldquo;but night has overtaken med and it&rsquo;s a long way yet to G&mdash;.&rdquo; ]
[ 15. &ldquo;Too far for a tired man to go on foot] &rdquo; said the master of the housel] kindlyl &ldquo;so
it&rsquo;s no use talking about itt] motherd we must give him a bed.&rdquo;0 O 16. So unobtrusivelyl that |
scarce noticed the movementU the girl had drawn to her mother&rsquo;s side. What she said to her I did not hear
[ for the brief words were uttered in a low voice[d but I noticedd as she spokel] one small(J fair hand rested on
the womané&rsquo;s hand.[J [J 17. Was there magic in that touch

The womané&rsquo;s repulsive2 aspect changed into one of kindly welcomeld] and she said[] &ldquo;Yes[
it&rsquo;s a long way to G&mdash;. | guess we can fi nd a place for him.&rdquo;] [ 18. Many times more during
that eveningl] did | observe the magic power of that hand and voice&mdash;the one gentle yet potent3 as the
other. On the next morning[] breakfast being over] | was preparing to take my departure when my host4
informed me that if I would wait for half an hour he would give me a ride in his wagon to G&mdash;[] as business
required him to go there. | was very well pleased to accept of the invitation.[J [0 19. In due time[I the
farmer&rsquo;s wagon was driven into the road before the housed and | was invited to get in. I noticed the horse
as a rough-looking Canadian pony[d with a certain air of stubborn endurance. As the farmer took his seat by my
sideld] the family came to the door to see us off.00 O 20. &ldquo;Dick]

&rdquo; said the farmer in a peremptory5 voicell giving the rein a quick jerk as he spoke. But Dick moved not a
step. &ldquo;Dick[]
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you vagabond[]

get up.&rdquo; And the farmer&rsquo;s whip cracked sharply by the pony&rsquo;s ear.[] [ 21. It availed6 not[]
however[] this second appeal. Dick stood fi rmly disobedient. Next the whip was brought down upon him with an
impatient hand[] but the pony only reared up a little. Fast and sharp the strokes were next dealt to the number of
half a dozen. The man might as well have beaten the wagon{ for all his end was gained.[] [1 22. A stout lad now
came out into the road[] and[d catching Dick by the bridle[] jerked him forward[d using[] at the same time[
the customary language on such occasions] but Dick met this new ally7 with increased stubbornnessC] planting
his fore feet more fi rmly and at a sharper angle with the ground.[J [0 23. The impatient boy now struck the pony
on the side of the head with his clinchedhand and jerked cruelly at his bridle. It availed nothing[l however[
Dick was not to be wrought upon by any such arguments.] ] 24. &ldquo;Doné&rsquo;t do sol] John[d

&rdquo; I turned my head as the maiden&rsquo;s sweet voice reached my ear. She was passing through the gate
into the road] and in the next moment had taken hold of the lad and drawn him away from the animal. No
strength was exerted in thisC] she took hold of hisarmJ and he obeyed her wish as readily as if he had no thought
beyond her gratifi cation.[J] O 25. And now that soft hand was laid gently on the pony&rsquo;s neckJ and a single
low word spoken. How instantly were the tensel muscles relaxed2&mdash;how quickly the stubborn air vanished
O

0 O 26. &ldquo;Poor Dickl]

&rdquo; said the maiden(] as she stroked his neck lightly] or softly patted it with a childlike hand. &ldquo;Now
[0 goalongl] you provoking fellow[]

&rdquo; she added[] in a half- chiding30 yet affectionate voice[J as she drew up the bridle.OJ [J 27. The pony
turned toward herJ and rubbed his head against her arm for an instant or twol] then[J pricking up his earsC] he
started off at a lightC] cheerful trotl] and went on his way as freely as if no silly crotchet4 had ever entered his
stubborn brain.0 O 28. &ldquo;What a wonderful power that hand possesses]

&rdquo; said 10 speaking to my companion] as we rode away.[] [1 29. He looked at me for a moment[] as if
my remark had occasioned surprise. Then a light came into his countenancel] and he said briefly[]
&ldquo;She&rsquo;s good ]

Everybody and everything loves her.&rdquo; ] O 30. Was that[] indeed[d the secret of her power(]

Was the quality of her soul perceived in the impression of her hand[] even by brute beasts[]

The father&rsquo;s explanation was doubtless the true one. Yet have I ever since wondered[d and still do wonder
[ at the potency which lay in that maiden&rsquo;s magic touch. | have seen something of the same power(]
showing itself in the loving and the good[] but never to the extent as instanced5 in herld whomO for want of a
better namel] | must still call &ldquo;Gentle Hand.&rdquo,0 D O OO0 OO O0DOO0OOO O
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