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00 O A0 O Stephen Hawking knew what he wanted to do by the time he was eight years old. His parents lived in
London where his father was researc- hing medicine. He did not want to follow his father as his parents hoped.
Mathematics was not available at U- niversity Collegel] so he did physics instead. Stephen was interested in
studying the universe. When he was 210 however[d] he was told that he had ALS-an incura- ble nerve disease[]
which affects walking speaking[d] breathingd] swallowing] and many other things.[0J [0 The doctors predicted
that he had only a few years to live[J but he didn't die. Instead[] as his physical condi- tion became worse

[0 Hawking became more well-known in scientific circles. Hawking himself said that his dis- ease was a big reason
why he focused his attention on what turned out to be his real strength: theoretical re- search. "What the doctors
said made me determine to get the most from lifel] and life was no longer boring for mel " Hawking says today
[ speaking from his wheel- chair through a computer.lJ [ In 19881 Stephen Hawking published a book called A
Brie f History o f Time. The book tries to ex- plain many of Hawking's physical and mathematical i- deas and
calculations without using maths. The book became a best-seller. His later books are Black Holes and Baby
Universes and Other Essays and most re- cently in 200101 The Universe in a Nutshell. Of the threed the first one
was made into a film in 1991.00 O Hawking saysl] "Nowadays] muscle power is out of date. What we need is
mind power and disabled peo- ple are as good at that as anyone else. "0 0 [ [
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