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[0 O 3. The word association patterns vary with the increase of L2 learners vocabulary proficiency. The proportion
of SR association increases as proficiency improves in all of the word typesC] with nouns at the highest rate[] verbs
at the lowest rate and adjectives in between. Despite the increase in SR associations[] however[ a high proportion
of non-SR connections still exist in all types of words even in advanced learners mental lexicon. In terms of SynR
and Para R both of them increase for all of the word types. Para R expands much faster than SynR either] from the
macroscopic perspective of proficiency development or from the microscopic perspective of looking at the
stimulus-word-related variables.[] [0 The findings of the study have theoretical ] methodogical and pedagogical
significance. Theoretically(] it enriches the understanding of the nature of 1_2 mental lexiconJ thus promoting
the development of theories on 1_2 mental lexicon and vocabulary acquisition. The multi-dimensional empirical
evidence from this study also clarifies the difference in the association patterns between the L1 and the L2 mental
lexicons. Methodogically] it has proposed an improved stimulus-word list and redassified association responses
into a hierarchical tree diagram. Pedagogically(] this study provides both language teachers and learners with
necessary information to help better use of vocabulary teaching and learning strategies it is also helpful for L2
dictionary compilers to take into consideration in the learner dictionary compiling the status of lexical- semantic
networking as well as the effects of word types[] instead of the traditional alphabetic entry ordering.OJ [J The
present study has its weaknesses[] though. Being the multi- dimensional research into Chinese EFL learners mental
lexicon one of the great challenges is to define concreteness of different word classes. Based on the present
findingsU longitudinal studies with qualitative analysis can be undertaken in the future to further investigate the
changes of word[] association patterns in terms of word types(] thus to better understand the dynamic nature of
L2 learners inter-language lexical development.
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