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(0 O Although the descriptions Of the term are not consistent[] it is agreed that the function of pragmatic markers
is of utterance rather than of sentencel] and their role should be analyzed at discoursal level rather than sentential
level. More importantly] pragmatic markers occur at different places in the discourse and give important clues to
how discourse is segmented and processed. This means that they are crucial to utterance interpretation in
interpersonal communication. Among all the researches on pragmatic markersd the most fruitful ones are within
the frameworks of logic-syntactic analysistI discourse analysisC] relevance theory and pragmatic theory.[] The
studies have focused an the properties and functions of pragmatic markers as a whole or as individual markers in
different languages. Most of the studies concern the constraints imposed by pragmatic markers on the discourse
structure of conversations as well as on the explicature and implicature of utterances. Up to now[] the study of
pragmatic markers has provided useful analysis at the interface of syntax(] semantics and pragmatics. However[]
most analyses of pragmatic markers with linguistic data of recorded daily conversations appear to be localized and
unsystematic. Therefore[J a more global and systematic study is needed. The present study attempts to probe into
the motivation to utilize pragmatic markers in interactive discoursel] especially into the contributions of PMs to
the expression of the speakers communicative intentions and to the bearers comprehension of the explicit and
implicit messages(] n oral interaction.lJ [J Discrepancies in the descriptions of pragmatic markers mentioned
above reveal that unsolved problems still remain in the existing studies. Some of the pressing problems will be
briefly introduced in this section.[J O First of all] disagreement on the definition and the range o{ pragmatic
markers results in diversified terminologyl] which causes the definition to be a prominent issue for researchers
working on pragmatic markers.[] Therefore] [ [ criteria are needed to describe the characteristics of PMs and to
decide whether a given instance is a PM.
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