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[0 O The religious Reformation in Europe was a great revolution in theChristian ChurCh0 It started in 1517 and
ended in 1646 with the Treaty ofWestphalia whiCh allowed the politiCal rulers of eaCh state to Choose the formof
religious praCtiCel[J It permanently ended the supreme power of the Pope overthe Christian ChurCh in Western
Europeld and split Europe into two religiOUSCamps[] CatholiC and Protestant] (0 Al BaCkground ofthe
Reformation] During the high Middle AgesC] the CatholiC ChurCh reaChed the peak of itspower and wealth

(0 The word“ CatholiC” means universal and the CatholiC ChurCh was the only Christian ChurCh in West
Europed Almost everybodybelonged to the CatholiC ChurCh[ Those who did not were regarded as heretiCs

O TlleY were perseCuted] sometimes even burnt[] PolitiCally[] the CatholiC ChurCh was almost a super state
organizationd Spiritually[] the Pope was the highest authority in West Europel] The Pope appointed arChbishops
in all Countriest] Without the Pope’ S blessingld a king Could lose his thronell EConomiCally(] the CatholiC
ChurCh was extremely wealthy[J It ColleCted a tax from ChurCh members[] known as tithe[d Every family paid
one tenth of its inCome to the ChurChJ Most of the fund raised from the tithe went to RomeU In additiond riCh
people gave gifts to the ChurCh during their lifetime and some left their property to the ChurCh upon their death
[J hoping this would help their souls to go to heaven fasterl] O [J Power and wealth often brought Corruption

[0 The Roman CatholiC ChurCh was no exCeption[] By the end of the 15th Century and early 16th Century(J the
ChurCh was full of problems[J Simony was rampant and absenteeism was serioust] Some bishops did not visit
their bishopriCs for yearst1 Many CleriCs violated the ChurCh prinCiple of CelibaCy and kept ConCubines or
prostitutesC] In addition the Clergy was beyond the Control of lay rulersC]
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