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O [J uestion 10 What is culturel]

Question 200 What is the relationship between language and cultured

Culture, in a broad sense, means the total way of life of a people, including the patterns ofbelief, customs, objects,
institutions, techniques, and language that characterizes the lifeof the human community 0 Question 1[0 .The
relationship between language and culture is just like that between fish and water [0 Question 201 . The fish live in
water. We live in culture. Human beings are cultural species.For one thing, language is the part of culture that serves
as a vehicle for the transmissionofother cultural patterns. For another thing, language is influenced and shaped by
culture.Language has its meaning only when it reflects culture because words have meanings interms of the culture
in which they function. Therefore, it is impossible to separatelanguage from culture. Language is a reflection of
culture, and culture influences languageby way of symbols and rules as well as our perceptions of the world. For
example, Englishpeople regard dog as human beings best friend, so we can find expressions / idioms withdog
which often have commendatory meaning such as lucky dog, Every dog has his day,while in Chinese many
expressions with dog have derogatory or pejorative meaning, like O be monstrously audacious and [J lackey;
henchman hired thug[J .This text is a piece of argumentation in which the author puts forward his viewpoint:
theworld is better off without rare languages and then provides several reasons to argue for it. At the beginning of
the text, the author tells the reader that Westez, the last speaker ofthe native American language Catawba, died. Not
only professional linguists but alsoadvocates of cultural diversity mourned for his death, because they believed that
with himdied the language itself. They worried that massive disappearance of languages would be anirretrievable
loss and would result in a homogenizing monoculture. In view of this, theauthor voices his opinion and maintains
that the whole point of a language is to enablecommunication and a language spoken by one person is not a
language at all. The authorargues that cultural homogenization is something to be welcomed, not feared.
Learningother languages, delving into other cultures and making contact across barriers of languageand culture
allow us to expand our own horizons and become more universal in our outlook.And the more universally we can
communicate, the more dynamic our culture will be. Theauthor further maintains that the idea that particular
languages embody unique visions ofthe world derives from the romantic concept of cultural difference; the
preservation oflinguistic diversity gives rise to racial difference. Finally the author reiterates that it is notnecessary to
preserve rare languages by quoting from John Stuart Mill.
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