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0O OO OO O O The distinction between simile and metaphor is among the oldestand most widely recognized
issues in rhetorical theory. It is also one ofthe most tenuous. For many analysts it is, in fact, a distinction
almostwithout a difference. As Aristotle puts it in his Rhetoric (1 111, 401 , "thesimile also is a metaphor ... the
difference is but slight" [J see Braun,1992[1 . Traditionally, what difference there is has been seen as amatter of
form: a simile, so the story goes, simply makes explicit whata metaphor merely implies. Since the difference
between the two isapparently so superficial, theorists have tended to define one figure interms of the other. Most of
the modern-day dictionaries adopt suchviews in the definition of simile and metaphor.Take Webster's New World
Dictionary. It defines simile as "afigure of speech in which one thing is likened to another dissimilarthing by the use
of like, as, etc. "[1 p. 125001 , and a metaphor as "afigure of speech containing an implied comparisons, in which a
wordor phrase ordinarily and primarily used of one thing is applied toanother"] p. 8520 .Richards, J. Platt and H.
Platt [0 1992[7 , in their LongmanDictionary of Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics, definesimile as an
expression in which something is compared to somethingelse by use of a function word such as like or as, and a
metaphor as acomparison without such words.These definitions, which are fairly typical of what one finds
indictionaries and rhetorical handbooks, share some commoncharacteristics. One is that both are expressions
that use words not intheir literal sense but to produce a fanciful or vivid impression. Theother is that both of them
involve some form of comparison, a certain.
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