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2[1 2 The Theoretical Underpinnings of Political SociologyTo a great extent[] the politics of Europe are direct
translations of the social(] cultural(] ethnic and religious divisions within the realm of political power] How can
webest understand this process of social[] cleavage-based political mobilization and partyformation?Theories from
the field of political sociology inform US about the relationshipbetween social cleavages and politics and how to
understand political changes] In 1967Seymour Martin Lipset and Stein Rokkan published a study of the
development of partysystems in Western Europe in which they elaborated a theory of the relationshipbetween the
cleavage structure of a society[] the development of the party system andelectoral relationsC] How do they define a
social cleavageld 9 A social cleavage is afundamental social division on the basis of which people organise and
articulatepolitical movements and has three specific connotationst] *  First[] a cleavage involves a social division
that separates people who can be distinguished from one another in termsof key social-structural characteristics(

(1 )0 Second( the groups involved in the division must be conscious of their collective identity(OJ )and be willing
to act n this basis[] This sense of collective identity is of crucial importance in the emergence and maintenance of
cleavagesC] Without it no* objective’ social division will be transformedinto a salient sociopolitical cleavage(O )
O ThirdO a cleavage must be expressed in organizational terms([J] )(Gallagher et a1(] 20011 235-236)such as a
trade-unionJ a pressure organization or a political party[J Politicisation(] then[J is the result f actively and
consciously linking relevant political issues to a specific social cleavagel] connecting them along the lines of the
above mentioned three characteristics of social cleavages.
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