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00 O 00O Travel journal O O O O As the old saying goes, in Rome do as the Romans do. Jane and | have made
some observations about local life: We have not seen one over weight Chinese, despite the quantities of rice and
noodles they consume. A diet quite different from that in America may account for part of their slimness. There are
very few fast food restaurants, and only one on campus. In addition to rice, noodles and something like bread, the
university cafeterias and local restaurants serve vegetables, fruit, fish, meat, eggs in all sizes from all sorts of fowl,
tofu, soups, and a few other items that we haven’ t identified yet.We have wondered at the bounty of
ripe-right-now strawberries and pineapples that have come to the street carts and fruit stalls the past two weeks. The
berries are dizzyingly fragrant and deliciously colorful. We no longer store food for future days. Now | understand
why the Chinese don’ t need gargantuan refrigerators. 0 O OO OO OO0
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Travel journal [0 00 O O On a clear Thursday morning we visited the Imperial Summer Palace, adjacent to Beijing.
This 500-acre estate was used seasonally until 1911, when Dr. Sun Yat-Sen led an uprising that ended the emperor

" srule. One impressive feature near the palace is Lake Kunming, which was dug by hand 200 years ago for the
emperor’ srecreation. Another is the world’ s longest sheltered walkway, some 2000 feet. What" s more, on
beams above and along the trellised corridor were 8000 painted scenes illustrating events from Chinese literature.
In view from the walkway that follows the shore is a large vessel carved out of marble and permanently moored. It
is said that the Dragon Lady, the Dowager Queen who unofficially wielded power during the regency, ordered its
construction because, just like the boat, the empire would lastforever. 0 0000000000 OOOOO0O
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Travel journal 00 00 O O Today we made a visit to Terra Cotta Warrior Museum which lies in Lintong District
some forty kilometers from Xi’ an. Itwasn’ tuntil a farmer in March 1974 uncovered terra cotta fragments while
digging a well that Q" in Shihuang’ s masterpiece came to light. The Emperor Qin Shihuang’ s Terra-Cotta
Warriors have been known as the eighth wonder in the world. These Terra Cotta Warriors are so vivid and true to
life. It' samazing that sculpture could have attained such high artistic level at that time. In addition, some of the
swords were chrome plated, anticipating a technigue not perfected in the Western world until 1937. As many as
forty thousand visitors view the warriors every day, and Xi’ an has become a gathering place for Westerners intent
onseeingthe miraclediscovery. 0 0 0 OO0 00 0O0O0OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
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