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00 O In France, President Nicolas Sarkozy gave the first traditional New Years greeting of hispresidency, with a
"message of hope, faith in life and in the future".(J OJ In Russia, Vladimir Putin delivered the last New Years Eve
address of his ei~t-year presidency,boasting of economic improvements and claiming to have restored a sense of
unity among Russians, whoare likely to see him stay in power as prime minister after he steps down in a few
months.[] 00 In Moscow, thousands gathered in Red Square, watching a concert beneath the colorful oniondomes
of St. Basils Cathedral, and fireworks above.[J O An ailing Fidel Castro ,saluted the Cuban people for their "50
years of resistance” against the UnitedStates in a message that was read on state television. Though Cuba will mark
the 50th anniversary of theJan. 1. 1959. revolution that brought Castro to power a year from now, it is
characterizing all of 2008leading up to that date as the "50th year of the revolution”.[] [ Along with the
innovations, old traditions were maintained.[J [J More than a million revellers in New Yorks Times Square
cheered at the 100th drop of a giant ball. A century ago the tradition began with a 700-pound ball of wood and iron,
lit with 100 25-wattincandescent bulbs. This years event featured an energy-efficient sphere clad in Waterford
crystals,with 9.576 light-emitting diodes that generated a kaleidoscope of colors.[J [J In London, people gathered
in Trafalgar Square and along the banks of the River Thames to watchfireworks display and hear Big Ben

[ Parliaments iconic bell-welcome the New Year with 12resounding bongs.(] [ Berlin held a massive fete. In a
stretch leading from the citys famous Brandenburg Gate alongTiergarten park to the western part of the town,
officials set up three stages, 13 bands, a 40-yard tallFerris wheel and over 100 beer stands and snack joints.[] [J In
Vatican City,[J Pope Benedict XV1 took a somber note,[J lamenting what he called the"trivialization™ of sexuality
and lack of faith among young people during a vespers service in St.Peters Basilica.[1 (1 China started its Olympic
year with a New Year party including fireworks, singing and dancing puton by the organizers of the Summer
Olympics.0] O In Brazil, about 2 million people gathered at Copacabana Beach in Rio de Janeiro, witnessing
afirework display that lasted nearly 20 minutes. In ~o Paulo, South Americas biggest city, local mediasaid 2. million
people celebrated at the Avenida Paulista, Brazils financial center.[J (I In Sydney one of the first cities to celebrate
the New Year[d one million revellers cheered asfireworks sprayed from the iconic Harbor Bridge.
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