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00000 DO O Lesson 2 E-Commerce in Chinaln the past several years,E-commerce in China was just a
beautiful picture,but nowit has become a reality.With the advent of the Internet,profound historical transformation
has broughtabout unprecedented changes to the human society covering every aspect of people’slife,work and
study. Today,more people become heavily dependent upon the Internetand would be at a loss without it. Thus
people say that"the time of E-commerce hascome”. For over 30 years of reform in China,the country's information
industry haswitnessed fast development whose speed is rarely seen in the world. China's telephoneand network
users and scale are now second in the world only to that of the UnitedStates. According to survey data publicized
on January 17,2008 by CNNIC,there are8 920 000 Internet-accessing computers and around 22. 5 million Internet
users in China,which is above 2% of the total national population,a 3301 increase in half a year's timecompared
with the number of 16. 9 million people in July,2000. With the increase of thenumber of Internet users,
Internet-related environment is also developing rapidly.Bandwidth is increased by large extent. The total
bandwidth of international lines hasreached 1 234 Mbps,4 times of 351 Mbps in July,2000. 2 Wireless Internet
applicationsare surfacing. Laws and ordinances pertaining to Internet management are coming intobeing. Rapid
increase of Internet users and improving environment provide huge marketpotential and development prospects
for E-commerce in China.
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