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O O O In a 1996 edition of the L.A. Times, experts predicted that nearly halfof all marriages would end in divorce.
This is a pretty sobering* fact forcouples hoping for true and lasting love. Most of us strive for a relationshipbuilt on
a solid foundation, often finding that work, relationships or othervices* take control of our lives. In the wake of

(I this fact marriages areshattered* and families torn apart. Such is the case in the 1979 dramaKramer vs. Kramer.
Winner of five Academy Awards, including BestPicture, Best Actor, and Best Supporting Actress, Kramer vs.
Kramer wenton to become a hit at the box office and a critical darling.Kramer vs. Kramer is one of those quiet,
real-life dramas which seemto be a rarity* today. It remains as powerfully moving today as relevanttoday as it was
when released in 1979, simply because its drama willremain relevant for couples of any generation. The film
adapted by directorRobert Benton from the novel by Avery Corman, this is perhaps the finest,most evenly
balanced film ever made about the failure of marriage and thetumultuous* shift of parental roles. Kramer vs.
Kramer succeeds wheremost familial* dramas of this sort fall short-it plays like an honest,warts-and-all

00 documentation of a family in tumultuous transition.Most divorce/custody films deal with the mother gaining
custody* ofher child after the father's abandonment*. Kramer vs. Kramer asks thequestion: "What if it were the
father who had to raise the child[

" This maynot be the newest concept, but back in 1979 audiences had never seen afilm dealing with this subject
matter [ in fact, the subject of divorce wasscarcely present in most movies back thenl] .Director/writer Robert
Benton handles everything with a touch ofhumor and realism that makes the story stand out among other "families
incrisis” films. Benton seems to understand the characters and lets there be afree flow of dialogue that feels very
smooth and natural. Dustin Hoffmanwas in the middle of a divorce during the course of Kramer vs. Kramer,and
this in turn brings a bit more feeling to his role. The performances in Kramer vs. Kramer are what drive the story
togreat drama. Both Dustin Hoffman and Meryl Streep won AcademyAwards for their portrayals of the dueling*
Kramer's. Hoffman was verydeserving of the Oscar he won for his role as Ted.
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