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[0 O The phase of New England Transcendentalism is the summit of American Romanticism. It was, in essence,
romanticism on Puritan soil. This transcendental movement, based on afundamental belief in the tmity of the
world and God, was first flourished in New Englandfrom the 1830s to the Civil War. Transcendentalism
emphasized the power of intuition,believing that people could learn things both from the outside world by means
of the fivesenses and from the inner world by intuition. As romantic idealism, it placed spirit first andmatter second.
It believed that spirit transcended matter, and the permanent reality was thespiritual one. It took nature as symbolic
of spirit of God. All things in nature were symbols ofthe spiritual, of Gods presence. It believed that the individual
was the most importantelement in society and that the ideal kind of individual was serf-reliant and

unselfish. Transcendentalism was also an ethical guide to life for the young nation of America. Itpreached the
positive life and appealed to the best side of human nature. Therefore, itadvocated the tolerance of difference in
religious opinion and the free control of its ownaffairs by each congregation, and to go forward to the development
of a new and distinctlyAmerican culture. The two greatest advocates of the movement were Ralph Waldo
Emersonand Henry David Thoreaull O In this romantic period, there came up a great number of important
writers, amongwhom the better known are poets such as Philip Freneau, William Cullen Bryant,
HenryWordsworth Longfellow, Edgar Ellen Poe, and, especially, Walt Whitman, whose Leaves ofGrass established
him as the most popular American poet of the 19th century. The fiction ofthe American Romantic period is an
original and diverse body of work. It ranges from thecomic fables of Washington Irving to the Gothic tales of Edgar
Allen Poe, from the frontieradventures of James Fenimore Cooper to the narrative quests of Herman Melville, from
thepsychological romances of Nathaniel Hawthorne to the social realism of Rebecca HardingDavis. American
Romanticists also differed in their understanding of human nature. To thetranscendentalists such as Emerson and
Thoreau, man is divine in nature and thereforeforever perfectible; but to Hawthorne and Melville, everybody is
potentially a sinner, andgreat moral courage is therefore essential for the improvement of human nature, as is
shownin Hawthornes The Scarlet Letter
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