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[0 O Eric Dowling, who died in 2008 at the age of 93,was an unsung hero who played a key role in one ofthe most
exciting exploits of the Second World War, he escape of 76 Allied officers and men from theStalag Luft I11 prison
camp in Germany on March24, 1944. He was a prisoner of war in Germany from1942 to 1945, and during his
imprisonment hekept a detailed record of his life, noting every titleof the 411 books he read, every piece of music
heplayed on the camp gramophone and every letter hereceived. He was known for his perfect handwritingand it
was this skill and his close attention to detailthat got him involved in the Great Escape, as it cameto be known.[

[0 For almost a year before the Great Escape, prisonersin the camp dug three tunnels, called Tom, Dickand Harry,
which started inside the huts where theprisoners lived and emerged just beyond the wirefence that surrounded the
camp.tJ O O [
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