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[0 O When at last he began to speak it was only to state,slowly and dismally, that he thought things were bad. A
little later he added in a vague manner, as if it were altogether a matter to be ignored, that he had now paid over ten
sheep to Wainaina. And now Wainaina, he went on, wanted a cow and calf from him as well, and he was going to
give them to him. Why had he done that, | asked him, when no judgment had yet been given? Kaninu did not
answer, he did not even look at me. He was, this evening, a traveller or pilgrim who had no continuing city. He had
come in, as it were on his way, to report to me, and now he was off again. | could not but think that he was ill, after a
pause | said that | would take him into hospital the next day. At that he gave me a short, painful glance: the old
mocker was being bitterly mocked. But before he went away he did a curious thing, he lifted up a hand to his face as
if he were wiping off a tear. It would be a strange thing, like the flowering of the pilgrims staff, should Kaninu have
tears in him to shed, and stranger still that he should put them to no use. | wondered(] [ what had been happening
on the farm while | had had my thoughts off it. When Kaninu had gone | sent for Farah and asked him.[J [0 What
happened I do not know. All of a sudden the ring swayed, and was broken, some one shrieked aloud, in some
seconds the whole place before me was a mass of running,thronging people, there was the sound of blows and of
bodies[] [ falling to the ground, and over our heads the night air was undulating with spears. We all got up, even
the wise old women of the centre, who crawled on to the stacks of fire wood to see what was going on.OJ [J ne year
the long rains failed.[] [J That is a terrible, tremendous experience, and the farmer who has lived through it, will
never forget it. Years afterwards, away from Africa, in the wet climate of a Northern country, he will start up at
night, at the sound of a suddend [ shower of rain, and cry, "At last, at last."[0 [J In normal years the long rains
began in the last week of March and went on into the middle of June. Up to the time of the rains, the world grew
hotter and drier every day,feverish, as in Europe before a great thunderstorm, only more so.00 (I The Masai, who
were my neighbours on the other side of the river, at that time set fire to the bast-dry plains to get new green grass
for their cattle with the first rain, and the air over the plains danced with the mighty conflagration; the long grey and
rainbow-tinted layers of smoke rolled along over the grass, and the heat and the smell of burning were drifted in
over the cultivated land as from a furnace.lJ [ Gigantic clouds gathered, and dissolved again, over the landscape; a
light distant shower of rain painted a blue slanting streak across the horizon. All the world had only one thought.[
(1 On an evening just before sunset, the scenery drew close round you, the hills came near and were vigorous,
meaning- ful, in their clear, deep blue and green colouring. A couple of hours later you went out and saw that the
stars had gone,[] [J and you felt the night-air soft and deep and pregnant with benefaction.[J [0 When the quickly
growing rushing sound wandered over your head it was the wind in the tall forest-trees,—and not the rain. When it
ran along the ground it was the wind in the shrubs and the long grass, and not the rain. When it rustled and rattled
just above the ground it was the wind in the maize-fields, —where it sounded so much like rain that you were taken
in, time after time, and even got a certain content from it, as if you were at least shown the thing you longed for
acted on a stage,[J —and not the rain.0J [J went to the Kyama followed by[J [J Farah. | always had Farah with me
in my dealings with the Kikuyu, for while he showed but little sense where his own quarrels were concerned, and
like all Somalis would lose his head altogether wherever his tribal feelings and feuds camelJ [J in, about other
peoples differences he had wisdom and discretion. He was,besides, my interpreter, for he spoke Swaheli very well.
O O I knew before I arrived at the assembly that the chief object of the proceeding would now be to shear Kaninu
as close as possible.-He would see his sheep driven away to all sides, some to indemnify the families of the dead and
wounded children, some to maintain the Kyama. From the beginning this went against me. For Kaninu, | thought,
had lost his son just as the other fathers, and the fate of his child seemed to me the most tragic of the lot. Warnai was
dead and out of it, and Wanyangerri was in Hospital, where people were looking after him, but Kabero had been
abandoned by all,and nobody knew where his bones lay.[] [1 Now Kaninu lent himself exceptionally well to his
role ofthe ox, fattened for a feast. He was one of my biggest squatters; on my squatter-list he is down for thirty-five
head of cattle, five wives and sixty goats. His village was close to my wood, | therefore saw much of his children and
his goats,and continually had to run in his women for cutting down my big trees. The Kikuyu know nothing of
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luxury, the richest amongst them live as the poor, and if I went into Kaninus hut | would find nothing there in the
way of furniture except perhaps a small wooden stool to sit on. But there were a number of huts at Kaninus village,
and a lively swarming of old women, young people and children round them. And a long row of cattle, about
milking time at sunset, advanced towards the village across the plains, with their blue shadows walking gently on the
grass beside them. All this gave to the [ old lean man in the leather mantle, with the net of fine wrinkles in his
dark shrewd face all filled up with dirt, the orthodox halo of a Nabob of the farm.[J (I | and Kaninu had had many
heated arguments, | had indeed been threatening to turn him off the farm, all over a particular traffic of his. Kaninu
was on good terms with the neighbouring Masai tribe, and had married four or five of histd O daughters off to
them. The Kikuyu themselves told me how in the old times the Masai had thought it beneath them to intermarry
with Kikuyu. But in our days the strange dying nation, to delay its final disappearance has had to come down[]

O in its pride, the Masai women have no children and the prolific young Kikuyu girls are in demand with the tribe.
All Kaninus offspring were good-looking people, and he had brought back a number of sleek romping young
heifers across the border of(J [J the Reserve in exchange for his young daughters. More than one old Kikuyu pater
familias in this period became rich in the same way. The big Chief of the Kikuyu, Kinanjui, had sent,[] | was told,
[0 more than twenty of his daughters to the Masai, and had got over a hundred head of cattle back from them.
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