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[0 O Pre-reading Tasks[] [J 1. What does "SOS" mean(]

What is an SOS Childrens Village

If you dont know the answer[] read the text to find out. Put your hands up when youve found the answer. [I It is
NOT necessary to read the whole text to get the answer. 00 O [ Text Reading[] [ In Europe many people died
during the Second World War. As a result] at the end of the war there were many orphans there. A man called
Herrnann Gmeiner wanted to help these children. His idea. was simple. He wanted orphans to have a home. And
he wanted them to have the care and kind- ness of parents. Gmeiner asked people to give him some money. With
this money he built the first SOS Childrens Village at Imstl] in Austria. It opened in 1949. This is how the SOS
Childrens Villages started. The letters SOS stand for "Save Our Souls". This means "Please help usC]

". An SOS Childrens Village gives help to orphans.[J [0 Herrnann Gmeiners idea for helping orphans soon spread
all over the world. By 1983 there were 170 SOS Childrens Villages in the world. People in many countries give
money to help the villages. Today the children from the first villages are grown up. Now some of them work in
other SOS Childrens Villages.l O In SOS villages orphans live in family groups. There are several houses in each
village. The biggest villages have 40 or 50 houses[]

Between seven and ten ehildren live in a house. A woman lives with each group of children and looks after them.
She gives the ehildren a lot of love and kindness. She cooks for them and makes a comfortabled happy home for
them.OJ O Of courseld] the children dont spend all their time in the village. They go to school(] they go out with
their friendsand they go into town. But the village gives them a home sometimes for the first time in their lives.
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