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00 O O [0 On one aspect of the mysterious and intriguing UFO phenomenon the entire scientific communityis
solidly united : if they truly exist, UFOs are the most exciting discovery of all time. But do they ex-ist[]

The public is almost equally divided on the issue. A 1957 Gallup poll found almost 50 percent ofAmericans
“convinced" of their existence [J in Canada the figure is slightly higher ; 10 percent claimto have actually seen
one. Scientists are likewise divided in their assessment of the more than 100,000 recorded "sightings" in the past
forty years, although reports of unknown celestial objects datefrom the beginning of recorded history. The most
recent excitement dates from June 24th, 1947, when Kenneth Arnold, an Idaho busi-nessman flying his
single-engine plane at 9,200 feet over the Cascade Mountains in Washington, re-ported seeing nine strange objects
in the sky, each of which "flew like a saucer. " The phrase "flyingsaucer" was born, and although an intensive
investigation later suggested Arnold had spotted a forma-tion of military jets flying at supersonic speed, the flying
saucer era had begun. The term "unidenti-fied flying object” was coined by an American Air Force officer in 1951,
and ""UFO" quickly becamepart of the language. Various agencies record and evaluate the regularly reported
sightings. Most re-ports are explained in terms of simple physiographical phenomena. The planet Venus has
frequentlybeen mistaken for a UFO and is believed to have lured more than one bewildered pilot to his death.Ball
lightning, meteor showers, and other celestial disturbances are offered as explanations as well. The photograph
taken in McMinnvile, Oregon, has been subjected to intense scrutiny involving com-puter analysis and
sophisticated scanning and stretching procedures. It has never been satisfactorilyexplained and some scientists
believe it may in fact be that rare object——a genuine UFO photograph.Psychiatrists and sociologists have recently
joined forces with astronomers, scientists, and physi-cists in studying the UFO phenomenon. All concede that
earthbound humans seem eager to believetimt there is more to existence than can be observed from earth's surface.
There is an urge, perhaps e-ven a need, to embrace the notion that we are not alone in the universe, that we have
company amongthe stars.
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