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[0 O She asked if she Could take'his coat and hat[] but he said that he preferred to keep them on,She noticed that
he wore glasses[] and that the lower half of his face was hidden by his Coat collar,She went into the kitchen to get
che food,she had preparedd andwhen she brought it in[J she put it on the table in front of him and told him hhat
his Ififfeh was ready,He politely thanked herfor the iTleal but did not move until she was completely oUt ofthe
room,After he saw that,she had leftC] he quickly went to t}letable to dey'our the[d foo,a because he was hungry.
O Mrs,Hall v[J ent back to the kitchen and found Millie stillpreparing the mustard,She grabbed, it from her and
hurriedlybrought it into the parlor for her guest meal,As she enteredd] theman moyed quickly tQ pickd uP
something from the floor,She sawthat he had placed h,is coat[] hat[] and shoes by the flre to dry,[] [ As she
moved toward the table to put the mustard down[] she asked[] "Can, | take your,coat[] and hat now?"[] [ "Leave
the hat[] "he replied in a strange yoice,As hel] spoke toher,he hem[ a napkin in front of his mouth to cover it
up,Mrs,Hall could see,that his head was,completely wrapped inbandagesC] covering up the upper half of his,face
except for the tipof his nose,She was So startled by her guest's unusual appearancecllat she stood still for a brief
moment in disbelief,and shock,J [J "Leave the hat[] "he repeated sternly,She placed the hatback on the chair as he
requested.[] [J "Thank youl "he said.0J O "I'll take your coat and make it nice and dry for you,"she said,]

[J Mrs,Hall carried his coat out of the parlor,She didn't knowwhat to think ahoUt her new guest with his odd
appearanceand the bandages around his head,an accident?"she wondered,"Perhaps he had an operation ofsome
sort."0] O She put the coat'in front of the.fire"So that it.would dry fastei.[] [ She thought to herself,"He looked sd
strange!Strange glassestJ too,And.why did* he talk through the napkin?Perhaps heinjured his mouth as well."(J

[ Later,when she came to clear away the lunch from the table] She found her guest sitting in a Corner of* the
room smoking apipe, The lower part of the man's face was Covered with a cloth.which was draped over the pipe
that snick out of his mouth.[J [0 "I have some luggagel[] "he informed her,"at Bramblehurststation,"He asked how it
could be sent to him at the hotel andwas obviously disappointed when he discovered it could not besent that day.
00 O He asked Mrs,Hall] "Are you sure we cannot get it today?"[J [J "It's a steep road[] "she xplained,"There was
an accidentthere a year ago when two people actually died,"Then sheadded[J "Accidents happen in a moment

[ don't they?"[d [0 "YesO they dod "he answered[] but he would say no more.[J [J Trying to dig for more
information from her guest concerninghis bandages] she said,"It can take a long time to get be en Mysister's son
cut himself with a scythe,and it took three monthsto heal,So because of his accident(] | don't like scythes now,"[]
(0"l can understand thatJ "replied the stranger.lJ O "It was so bad[J "she continued[] "that we thought he
wouldneed an operation,We,had[] to put clean bandages on him everyday?'She emphasized the word"bandages"as
she spoke.[] [ Seemingly no longer interested in the direction that theconversation was headed the stranger
asked[J "Could you getme some matches?My pipe has gone out."[J O She thought he was rude for brushing her
aside,[J but then shethought of the much—needed money he brought to the hotel,Shewanted to ask him more
questions about his appearance butheld her tongue and got.the[J matches as he requested.[J O "Thank youfl'he
said[] and began lookihg out of thewindow again.Mrs Hall was bothered by the.odd behavior ofher guest and went
away into the ki hen to leave him alone, The yisitor stayed in the parlor until four o'clock.He got upand‘walked up
and down in the room at times,but he spent most of the time sitting in the chair,staiing out the window.OJ [J 00 O
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