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[0 O When I was in my last year at school | decided | wanted to go to the University of Cambridge so that |
could study English. This meant I had to go to Cambridge for an examination and an interview. | was warned that
the examination lasted for three days and would be very difficultC] so I gave up the other things | was doing to
spend all my time preparing for it. (I [ 1 went to Cambridge the evening before the examination. In the train |
traveled ond there were quite a lot of young people. | thought some of them might be going to the examination[]
but I did not speak to them because I felt shy. When we reached Cam- bridge[] | went to the college where the
examination was to take place and a porter showed me to my room. | felt | was quite grown up as | sat there in my
room[] but | also remembered that | had not passed my examination yet that | had not even taken it.[] (1 At
dinner that evening 1 recl] I gnized some of the students i had seen on the train and we chatted about what we
did at school. We were all anxious that we should appear clever and we pretended that we were not worried about
the examination. That eveningd as | went to beddJ | felt sure the other candidates were cleverer than me and that |
would not pass this examination.[J [ The next morning] | did not eat any breakfast because | felt very nervous. |
went straight to the examination room so that | would not be late. After the first two papersC] | doubted that |
would pass the examination. On the second day[J | had an interview with one of the university lecturers. | was very
anxious that the lecturer might ask me questions which I could not answer. But] as soon as | went into the room
O Irealized that he was very friendly. He asked me the names of some poets | was interested in. | mentioned some
I liked. He admitted that he did not know much about these poets and suggested I tell him about them. It was
obvious that he wanted me to feel relaxed. O O O [
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