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00 O O O So the master was in fact referring to those sages of ancient times(]

such as Yaoll Shun{ Yul King Tang King Wen[ King Wull and the Duke of Zhou[] when he mentioned the
SO-called persons who were bom wise[d In life[] there were no such sages] He saidl] “ Nowadays[] | cannot see
asagel] 1 will be satisfied if I Can see superior menl] ” Though he once said[1 “ Heaven has endowed me with
virtues” [ on more occasions he remarkedd “ Neglect of virtue cultivation disregard for learningd reluctance
to move towards righteousness and failure in removing one’ s fault-these are the things that trouble me very much
0" (ibid0 116) He particularly stressed learning after one’ S birth(d saying[d] “ | am not a man bom with
knowledgel] | am one who is fond of ancient studies and gains knowledge through diligent and hard work[]

" (ibidJ 120)* If one follows faithfully the principle of humanityd but is not fond of learning] he will be easily
deceived( If one loves to exercise his wisdom but is not fond of learning he will have the defect of
pretentiousness and inconsistency[] 1f one loves honesty but is not fond of learning[] he will be easily controlled
and hurt[J If one loves straightforwardness but is not fond of learning[] he will be biting and offending[] If one
loves courageousness but IS not tond ot learning he cannot help making trouble and inviting disastersC] If one
loves fmnness but is not fond of learningd he will be reckless and extravagant(] ”
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