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00 O In the previous chapter, we looked at bottom-up and top-down approaches to thedevelopment of listening.
Similar approaches have been employed in relation toreading. The bottom-up approach views reading as a process
of decoding writtensymbols into their aural equivalents in a linear fashion. Thus one first discriminateseach letter as
it is encountered, sounds these out, matching the written symbolswith their aural equivalents, blends these together
to form words, and derivesmeaning. Arriving at the meaning of a word is therefore the final step in the process.The
alternative, known as the top-down approach, teaches words by their overallshape or configuration. According to
this view, one begins with a set of hypothesesor predictions about the meaning of a text one is about to read, and
then selectivelysamples the text to determine whether or not ones predictions are correct. Readingis a process of
reconstructing meaning rather than decoding form, and the readeronly resorts to decoding if other means fail.
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