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OO000O OO0 Sometimes|have thought it would be an excellent rule to live each day as if we should die
tomorrow. Such an attitude would emphasize sharply the values of life. We should live each day with gentleness,
vigor and a keenness of appreciation which are often lost when time stretches before us in the constant panorama (
(0 O ) of more days and months and years to come. There are those, of course, who would adopt the Epicurean (
0 O O O O) motto of "Eat, drink, and be merry". But most people would be chastened (O O ) by the certainty of
impending death (CJ [0 ) . In stories, the doomed hero is usually saved at the last minute by some stroke of fortune,
but almost always his sense of values is changed. He becomes more appreciative ofthe meaning of life and its
permanent spiritual values. It has often been noted that those who live, or have lived, in the shadow of death bring a
mellow (O [0 [0 ) sweetness to everything they do. Most of us, however, take life for granted. We know that one
day we must die, but usually we picture that day as far in the future. When we are in buoyant (O O O ) health,
death is all but unimaginable. We seldom think of it. The days stretch out in an endless vista ({0 [J ) . So we go
about our petty tasks, hardly aware of our listless attitude toward life. By Helen Keller (4) True Nobility In a calm
sea every man is a pilot. But all sunshine without shade, all pleasure without pain, is not life at all. Take the lot of the
happiest—it is a tangled (CJ O O ) yarn ([J [0 ) . Bereavements(LJ O ) and blessings, one following another, make
us sad and blessed by turns. Even death itself makes life more loving. Men come closest to their true selves in the
sober (O O O ) moments of life, under the shadows of sorrow and loss. In the affairs of life or of business, it is not
intellect that tells so much as character, not brains so much as heart, not genius so much as self—control, patience,
and discipline, regulated by judgment. I have always believed that the man who has begun to live more seriously
within begins to live more simply without. In an age of extravagance and waste, | wish I could show to the world
how few the real wants of humanity are.
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