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[0 O Table 1 below lists the full set of 60 rimes that form the contemporary Hong KongCantonese rime system.
Listed in this table are three types of rimes: [1 1[0 those thatoccur in syllables that are the standard Cantonese
reading pronunciations of standard Chinese characters; [1 21 rimes that occur only in syllables of the colloquial
lexicon; and[d 30 rimes that occur only in English loanword syllables. In examining this table, readersfamiliar with
Cantonese phonology will easily recognize the "traditional” rimes, but alsolisted here fr the first time are a few "new"
rimes that the reader may not have encounteredbefore because they only occur in loanwords. One of the purposes
of this paper is to identify theorigin of these loanword rimes and justify their inclusion in this table.(J (I Table 1 also
highlights another interesting point about the Cantonese rime system:as we can see, some rimes occur in colloquial
and loanword syllables that are notrepresented by Chinese characters. This is because we cannot find Chinese
characters] either standard or dialectal] [1 [J that have these rimes in their pronunciations. The problemhere is
that the Cantonese syllabary comprises more syllables than there are characterswith suitable pronunciations that
could be used to represent the syllables [1 given the hugenumber of characters in the Chinese language, this may
seem hard to believe, but,nonetheless, it is truel] .As a consequence of this disjunct between syllables
andcharacters, some loanwords cannot be written with Chinese characters but retain theiroriginal English spellings
which are read with Cantonese pronunciation [ Bauer 2008b[] .
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