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[0 O "You didnt even need to walk in the main hallC] because people were sweeping you along all the time[J " said
Hou Shuangshuang 2300 an e-commerce major with long hair who was among.the students who overflowed the
job fair when it opened Sunday. "At some points] your feet couldnt even touch the ground."J OO Hou and her
classmates from Zhengzhou University[] along with students from other schools[ in this" Henan province city
about 500 miles south of Beijingl] provided a dramatic e xampleof rising anxiety over employment among
millions of Chinese students. After years in which graduates were ensured of a good job in the fast-growing
economyd the number of degree-holders has outstripped the number of jobsI and the guarantees have
evaporated.[] [0 "I dont think we have a very bright futurel] " said Yu Honghuall 2300 another e-commerce
major at Zhengzhou University who shoved her way into the fair. "l saw only one company that needed students
who majored in e-commerce[] and they just needed one person."[J [ The Labor and Social Security Ministry
estimated recently that as many as 4.9 million youths will graduate from universities by the end of 200700 up by
nearly 20 percent over 2006. Another 49. 5 million will graduate from high schoolJ also a 20 percent increase. The
sharp climb in graduation rates represents a dramatic improvement in the lives of many Chinese[] made possible
by the economic transformation that has taken place here over the past quarter-century.[J [J But indications have
emerged thatl] booming as itisl] the economy may not be able to absorb that many degree-holders into the jobs
for which they are being trained. "The fact is that its very hard for college students to get the right job these days[] "
said Zhang Xuxin[J a Zhengzhou student with close-cropped hair and plastic-rimmed glasses who plans to pursue
postgraduate studies next year. "You may have a job[] but its very hard to have an ideal one."[J [0 A waitress in a
German restaurant near Beijings Ritan Park(] for instance[d said she has been looking for work in the computer
JIndustry since graduating last summer[] but in the rneantimel she has to serve sausages and beer to pay the rent
because nothing is available in her field.
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