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00 O O O To cater to the new class of travelers, tour operators have now developed a variety of packages which
offer bargain prices, convenience and reliability. Not only have package tours become more accessible in the jet
age, they have also become more flexible in terms of length. In the days when overseas travel entailed a journey by
steamship, tours were necessarily longer, commonly lasting two or three months. A few tour operators offer lengthy
packages, but most have scaled down the itineraries of multi-country tours to around 22 days. As a result, tours are
less leisurely than they used to be, and less time is spent at each destination. Shorter tours, featuring only two or
three destinations, have also been developeckA package tour is a combination of several travel components
provided by different suppliers, which are sold to the consumer as a single product at a single price. A package tour
typically comprises two or more of the following components: one or more forms of transportation(including
fly-drive, fly-cruise, motorcoach tour, and rail tour packages), accommodations, meals, attractions and events(
including sightseeing and admission to natural and commercial attractions, entertainment, recreation, and a variety
of special events), extras (including transfers and baggage handling, tips and taxes, the service of a professional tour
manager and tour guides, travel bags, and discount coupons for restaurants and shops).
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