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[0 O Pompeii was a Roman commercial center situated some ten kilometers from Mount Vesuvius. It was a
beautiful and prosperous town. None of its inhabitants were worried about the volcano because it was considered
to be dead. There were not even any records in existence of an eruption.d [ There were warnings before volcanic
activity(] but people didn’t seem to recognize them. For example there was a violent local earthquake in A. D. 63
and minor earthquakes continued for several years after that. We now know that earthquakes often predict
imminentd O O O O O O volcanic eruptions. However[d those long ago Romans in Pompeii did not seem to
know the danger was coming to them.[d [J Probably the first written eye witness account in history of a volcanic
eruption] comes from one Pliny the Younger in a letter he wrote to Tacitus. He writes how a great cloud rose
from Mount Vesuvius at about noon on the 24th August[] A.D. 79. Pompeii was covered by falling ash.
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