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You may believe me[dJ when I assure you in the most solemn[] manner that[] so far from seeking this
employment] | have used every effort in my power to avoid itl1 not only from my unwillingness to part with you
and the family[d but from a consciousness of its being a trusty[] too great for my capacity] and I should enjoy
more real happiness in one month with you at home than I have the most distant prospect of finding abroad if
my stay were to be seven times seven[] years. But as it has been a kind of destiny that has thrown me upon this
servicel] | shall hope that my undertaking it is designed to answer some good purpose.l shall rely confidently on
that Providencel] which has heretofore preserved and been bountiful to me[J not doubting but[J that I shall
return safe to you in the fall. I shall feel no pain from the toil or danger of the campaign] my unhappiness will flow
from the uneasiness | know you will feel from being left alone. | therefore beg that you will summon your whole
fortitude[J and pass your time as agreeably as possible. Nothing will give me so much sincere satisfaction as to hear
thisCl andto hearitfromyourownpen.0 D 0D 00000000000 0O0OODDOO0ODOO0OODOOO
O0o0ooooobooooo
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Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth upon this continent a new nation] conceived in liberty
and dedicated to the proposition[] that all men are created equal.Now we are engaged in a great civil war(J testing
whether that nation or any nation so conceived and so dedicated can long endure. We are met on a great battelfield
of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those who gave their lives
that the nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.But in a larger sense[] we can
not dedicate[] we can not consecrate[] we can not hallow this ground. The brave men[J living and dead[d have
consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract] . The world will little note nor long remember what we
say here[] but it can never forget what they did here. It is for usCI the living[d rather to be dedicated here to the
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It ia rather for us here dedicated to
the great task remaining before us that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which
they gave the last full measure of devotion&mdash;that we highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain
[ that this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom[] that the goverment of the peoplel] by the
peopleld and for the people shall not perish fromtheearth. 0 O 000 00000000 OOOOOOO0O
00000000 DbOO00D0DOO0oO0bOo0o0oooOooooooo
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At long last | am able to say a few words of my own. | have never wanted to withhold[d anything but until now it
has not been constitutionally possible for me to speak.A few hours ago | dischargedd my last duty as King and
Emperor] and now that I have been succeeded by my brotherD the Duke of York[d OO my first words must be to
declare my allegiance to him. This | do with all my heart.You all know the reasons which have impelled me to
renounce the throne. But | want you to understand that in making up my mind | did not forget the country or the
empirel] whichd as Prince of Wales and lately as King[l | have for twenty five years tried to serve.But you must
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believe me when | tell you that | have found it impossible to carry the heavy burden of responsibility and to
discharge my duties as King as | would wish to do without the help and support of the woman I love.And | want
you to know that the decision | have made has been mine and mine alone. This was a thing | had to judge entirely
for myself. The other person most nearly concerned has tried up to the last to persuade me to take a different
course.l have made thisC] the most serious decision of my lifel] only upon the single thought of what wouldJ in
the end] be best for all. This decision has been made less difficult tome by the sure knowledge that my brother[]
with his long training in the public affairs of this country and with his fine qualitiesT] will be able to take my place
forthwith without interruption or injury to the life and progress of the empire. And he has one matchless blessing
enjoyed by so many of youll and not bestowed[] on me&mdash;a happy home with his wife and children.During
these hard days I have been comforted by her majesty my mother and by my family. The ministers of the crown(]
and in particularC] Mr. Baldwin[J the Prime Minister(] have always treated me with full consideration. There has
never been any constitutional difference between me and them[] and between me and Parliament. Bred in the
constitutional tradition by my fatherJ | should never have allowed any such issue to arisel] .Ever since | was
Prince of Wales[] and later on when | occupied the throneJ | have been treated with the greatest kindness by all
classes of the people wherever | have lived or journeyed throughout the empire. For that | am very grateful.| now
quit altogether public affairs and I lay down my burden. It may be some time before I return to my native landJ
but I shall always follow the fortunes of the British race and empire with profound interest and if at any time in the
future 1 can be found of service to his majesty in a private station[] | shall not fail. And now[] we all have a new
King. I wish him and yould his people[] happiness and prosperity with all my heart. God bless you allCJ

God save the King[J
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Ina hole in the ground there lived a hobbit. Not a nasty[] dirty[] wet hole filled with the ends of worms and an
oozyl[l smellC] noryetadryd barel] sandy hole with nothing in it to sit down on or to eat[] it was a hobbit-hole
[0 and that means comfort.It had a perfectly round door like a portholel] painted greend with a shiny yellow
brass knob in the exact middle. The door opened on to a tube-shaped hall like a tunnell] a very comfortable
tunnel without smokel] with paneled] wallsC] and floors tiled and carpeted] provided with polished chairs[]
and lots and lots of pegs for hats and coats&mdash;the hobbit was fond of visitors. The tunnel wound on and onl]
going fairly but not quite straight into the side of the hill&mdash;The Hill(I as all the people for many miles round
called it&mdash;and many little round doors opened out of it[] first on one side and then on another. No going
upstairs for the hobbitl] bedrooms(] bathrooms[] cellarst] pantries (lots of these)[J wardrobes (he had whole
rooms devoted to clothes)[] kitchens[d dining-rooms] all were on the same floor] and indeed on the same
passage. The best rooms were all on the left-hand side (going in)[J for these were the only ones to have windows[]
deep-set round windows looking over his garden and meadows beyondO sloping down to the river.This hobbit
was a very well-to-do hobbitd and his name was Baggins. The Bagginses had lived in the neighbourhood of The
Hill for time out of mindJ and people considered them very respectablel] not only because most of them were
rich( but also because they never had any adventures or did anything unexpected] you could tell what a Baggins
would say on any question without the bother of asking him. This is a story of how a Baggins had an adventurel]
found himself doing and saying things altogether unexpected. He may have lost the neighbours&rsquo; respectl]
but he gained&mdash;well] you will see whether he gained anythingintheend.0O O OO0 00000 O0OOO
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Your life begins smallC] something like the drops of rain which become small streams andeventually great rivers
which flow into the ocean.Like these streams and rivers[] we encounter] obstacles and challenges. The streams
and rivers overcome these obstacles by wearing them down or finding a path around or through them.At times
there are massive floods[] huge waterfallsC] and ragingl] rapidsC] . Then there are the periods of smooth and
peaceful flow. The thing to note is that the flow never stops. It continues until the ocean is reached.The river never
passes the same point twice and is only at that point for the precise moment it is there. It flows immediately to the
next point in its journey. It does not normally back track. Those few times it does] it becomes stagnant[J] and
brackish(] .The river does not struggle and straind it simply flows on until it reaches its destination. The river will
at times change direction because of obstacles encountered] but will continue the journey to its goal. When one
path is blocked it seeks another path.The river is patient[] for it knows it will eventually reach its destination. It is
also consistent and persistent. There are many parallels between the river and our lives. As babies and children many
small items of input form our outlook on life and influence the way our lives flow. Meagerd input equals meager
flow] whereas greater input gives our lives greater flow.How many parallels can you find between a river and your
life&middot,0 OO0 00000 OO00DOOODODOOODOOODOOODOOODOOOODOOODODOOO
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In the late summer of that year we lived in a house in a village that looked across the river and the plain to the
mountains. In the bed of the river there were pebbles and boulders] (I dry and white in the sun] and the water
was clear and swiftly moving and blue in the channels. Troops went by the house and down the road and the dust
they raised powdered the leaves of the trees. The trunks of the trees too were dusty and the leaves fell early that year
and we saw the troops marching along the road and the dust rising and leaves[] stirred by the breeze[d falling and
the soldiers marching find afterward the road bare and white except for the leaves. The plain was rich with crops]
there were many orchards of fruit trees and beyond the plain the mountains were brown and bare. There was
fighting in the mountains and at night we could see the flashes from the artillery] . In the dark it was like summer
lightningd but the nights were cool and there was not the feeling of a storm coming.Sometimes in the dark we
heard the troops marching under the window and guns going past pulled by motor-tractors. There was much
traffic at night and many mules on the roads with boxes of ammunition] on each side of their pack-saddles and
gray motor-trucks that carried mend and other trucks with loads covered with canvas that moved slower in the
traffic. There were big guns too that passed in the day drawn by tractorsl] the long barrels of the guns covered with
green branches and green leafy branches and vines laid over the tractors. 0 D 0 0 0 00000000000
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