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[0 O The men in the family are convinced it is all to do with race. Henrietta and her husband had migrated from
the plantations of Virginia to the steelworks of Baltimore in the 1940s when war work had made the city a boom
town. Their lives were disfigured by segregation at work and even at the hospital where Henrietta was kept in a ward
for coloured women. Stories of white doctors using blacks as lab rats circulated around Turner Station[] the
Baltimore suburb where the Lacks family lived.[J [0 Some of these rumours were true. The Tuskegee syphilis
experiment was in full swing The progress of syphilis was studied among black men. Nothing wrong with that
except thatCl by 194700 penicillin had become the standard treatment for the disease and the experimenters
withheld it from their subjects. Men died and children were born with congenital syphilis as a result[] [0 [1 One of
the great and terrible moments occurs in the Tuskegee Institute. While the syphilis study is going on in one part of
the buildingJ in another part ranks of black scientists are working desperately on Hela to confirm the efficacy of
Jonas Salks polio vaccine. These scientists were to be crucial to one of the greatest achievements of medical science.
[0 O I heard about Henrietta at school when a biology teacher wrote Lackss name on the blackboard. I asked him
who she wasl] but all he knew was that she was black. From that moment on[J | devoted myseff to uncovering the

story.
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