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[0 O Pranatics is a relatively new area of linguistics and until recentlythere were no introductory texts available.
Now[ in response to the growing interest in the field in colleges and universitiesC] an umber of introductory
books have appeared[] each some what different in orientation. Marcelo Dascal (1 198301 offers a first class
introduction to the field from the standpoint of the philosophyof language. Georgia Green [ 198901 provides a
very accessible introduction] with particular emphasis on textual pragrnatics and more formal aspects of
pragrnatics. Diane Blakemore [0 19920 takes acognitive approachd firmly rooted within relevance theoryd
towhich she offers an excellent introductiond while Jacob Mey[d 199300 approaches the subject from a social
point of view.[] [0 So what makes this book distinctive[]

Firstly[d] it accords acentral place to the roles of both speaker and hearer in the construction of meaning and takes
account of both social and psychological factors in the generation and interpretation of utterances. Secondly] it
covers basic concepts in considerabledetaill] drawing particular attention to problems in early work
inpragmatics. Thirdly it brings the reader right up to date wit hcurrent issues inpra Dnatics. The theoretical points
are illustrated with copious authentic examples taken from the medialJ fiction and real-life interactions.[]

I Although I have presupposed that the reader well have noprevi ous knowledge of pragmaticsC] | have presumed
that he or she will be familiar with some basic linguistic terms and concepts.
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What is pragmatics?
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[0 1.2 Defining pragmatics
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(0 O 1.3.2 Assigning reference in context
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[0 O 1.3.5 Ambiguity and intentionality
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0 [0 1.5.4 Understanding neither utterance meaning nor force
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[0 O 1.6.1 Speaker meaning

(0 O 1.6.2 Utterance interpretation

(0 O 1.6.3 Pragmatics: meaning in interaction
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2 Speech acts
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1 2.2 Ordinary language philosophy

[ 2.3 Logical positivism and truth conditional semantics

[ 2.4 The performative hypothesis

0 [ 2.4.1 Metalinguistic performatives

0 0O O 2.4.2 Ritual performatives

0 0O 0O O 2.4.2.1 Felicity conditions
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(0 O 2.5.1 Locution, illocution, perlocution

(0 O 2.5.2 Speech acts
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3 Conversational implicature
4 Approaches to pragmatics
5 Pragmatics and indirectness
6 Theories of politeness
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