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[0 O The second phenomenon was the development of a strong theory of languagell which has come be known as
American strucruralist linguisrics. According to thisschool of linguisticsC] the linguist first gathered language data
in naturalistic settingsand thenJ working inductively] wrote the rules of the language. The goall] as Hakutaand
Cancino put itC] 'was to characterize the syntactic srructure ofsentences in termsof their grammatical categories
and surface arrangements’ [1 Hakura and Cancino1977: 29501 . There was no atrempt to provide explanations as to
why languagesworked as they did [ this was considered to be outside the remit of the linguistC] whosejob it was to
described notexplaind O although there was a theory of how languageswere learned. This brings us to the third
phenomenon that contribured to the earlydevelODment SLA as a field oF research: behaviourism.[]

(1 Behaviourism is based on the belief that all human behaviour is the productof conditioning. Conditioning
excludes any consideration of thoughtsC] feelingsC] inrentions[] in short mental processes in generall] and is
concerned exclusivelywith observable[J mind-external causes of behaviour. These strong beliefs led
earlybehaviourists such as John B. Watson [J 191901 to argue that a complex and thorough understanding of
human behaviour could be reached if psychologists modelled theirresearch methodology on that of animal
psychologists studying the behaviour ofrats in laboratory experiences. However[] despite the association of human
beingswith rats in laboratories [J which is perhaps the most famous legacy of this branchof psychologyl] O it was
not Warson's stated intention to confine psychology to thelaboratory. Indeedd he explicily stated in his 1919
book Psychology from the Stand-point of a Behaviorist[] that[] psychology should have practical application for
day-to-day activities[] such aswork[ leisure and sex.[] [1 One application of Warson's ideas to che real world
occurs in the work ofBloomfield. In 193300 Bloomfield published his classic Language which[J accordingto Gass
and Selinkerd "provides the most elaborate description of the behaviouristposition with regard to language'

[J Gass and Selinker 1994: 567 . In this book[] Bloomfield argues that children learn their first language via a
sequence of eventsthat involves the association of uttered sounds with positive and negative responseswhich lead to
reinforcement or a change in behaviour. Loyal to his structuralistlinguistic rootsC] Bloomfield believed the study
oflanguage and language learning tobe exclusivelv about observable behaviour.OO O The result of these three
phenomena coming rogether [ i.e. the sudden increasein interest in foreign language teaching and learning
structuralist linguistics andbehaviourism was not the beginning of SLA as we know it today[] but it did layits
foundations. There certainly was a clear idea of what the three words[] 'second'l] ‘language’ and ‘acquisition[]
meant: there was a theory oflanguagel] there was a theoryof learning or acquisition and there was an idea that the
'second’ in the formulareferred to language learning in a formal [J classroom[] contexr.- There was also atangible
result of this new interest in how individuals learned second languages. First[] there was the publication in 1945 0Of
Charles Fries's Teaching and Learning Englishas a Foreign Language[J in which the author laid out a research
programme whichconsisred of [ 1] the detailed description of the morphologyd phonology and syntax
oflanguagest] and [J 2[1] the comparison of languages so described. The goal was todemarcate common ground
and differences so that predictions might be made aboutlanguage-learning behaviour in particular difficulties
that learners would experiencewhen learning a particular language as well as the areas which they would find easyas
a result of similarities with their mother tonguel] The second tangible result of thenew interest in language learning
was the founding in[J 194800 ofthe first internationaljournal to publish articles which were exposirions of early
SLA theory[d LanguageLearning. The journal was published at Fries's research centre at the University ofMichigan
[ the English Language Institutel] itself founded several years earlier(] in1941.00 O OO [
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