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OO0OO00O OO0 byreason ofa certain wisdom.But by what kind of wisdom? It is by Just that wisdomwhich is
perhaps human wisdom.In that,it may be,l am really wise.But the men ofwhom | was speaking just now must be
wise in a wisdom which is greater than humanwisdom,or else | cannot describe it,for certainly I know nothing of it
myself,and if anyman says that | do,he lies and speaks to arouse prejudice against me.Do not interruptme with
shouts,Athenians,even if you think that | am boasting.\What | am going to sayis not my own statement.l will tell you
who says it,and he is worthy of your respect.l will bring the god of Delphi to be the witness of my wisdom,if it is
wisdom at all,andof its nature.You remember Chaerephon.From youth upwards he was my comrade; andalso a
partisan of your democracy,sharing your recent exile* and returning with you.You remember,too,Chaerephon's
character-how impulsive he was in carrying throughwhatever he took in hand.Once he went to Delphi and
ventured to put this question tothe oracle | entreat you again,my friends,not to interrupt me with your
shouts-heasked if there was anyone who was wiser than 1. The priestess answered that there wasno one.Chaerephon
himself is dead,but his brother here will witness to what | say. Now see why I tell you this.| am going to explain to
you how the prejudice againstme has arisen.When | heard of the oracle I began to reflect: What can the god mean
bythis riddle? I know very well that | am not wise,even in the smallest degree. Then whatcan he mean by saying that |
am the wisest of men? It cannot be that he is speaking falsely,for he is a god and cannot lie.For a long time | was at a
loss to understand his meaning.Then,very reluctantly,| turned to investigate it in this manner: | went to a man who
wasreputed to be wise,thinking that there,if anywhere, I should prove the answer wrong,andmeaning to point out to
the oracle its mistake,and to say,"You said that | was the wisestof men,but this man is wiser than I am" So |
examined the man-I need not tell you hisname,he was a politician but this was the result,Athenians.When |
conversed with himl came to see that,though a great many persons,and most of all he himself,thought thathe was
wise,yet he was not wise. Then | tried to prove to him that he was not wise,thoughhe fancied that he was.By so doing
I made him indignant,and many of the bystanders.Sowhen | went away, I thought to myself,"l am wiser than this
man: neither of us knowsanything that is really worth knowing,but he thinks that he has knowledge when he
hasnot,while I,having no knowledge,do not think that | have.l seem,at any rate,to be a lit-tle wiser than he is on this
point: I do not think that | know what I do not know?" Nextl went to another man who was reputed to be still wiser
than the last,with exactly thesame result.And there again | made him,and many other men,indignant.
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