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00 O O [0 some steaming in the light flashes, the motorcycle laboring now too, and Andrs clinging tight to the
fronts eat as they climbed, Andres thought this ride on a motorcycle wasmu cho, mucho. He had never been on a
motorcycle before and now they were climbing a mountain in the midst of all the movement that was gomg to an
attack and, as they climbed, he knew now there was no problem of ever being back in time for the assault on the
posts. In this movement and confusion he would be lucky to get back by the next night. He had never seen an
offensive or any of the preparations for one before and as they rode up the road he marvelled at the size and power
of tlus army that the Republic had built. Now they rode on a long slanting, rising stretch of road that ranacross the
face of the mountain and the grade was so steep as they neared the top that Gomez told him to get down and
together they pushed the motorcycle up the last steep grade of the pass. At the lefi,just past the top, there was a loop
of road where cars could tum and there were lights winking in front of a big stone building that bulked long and
dark against the night sky. "Let us go to ask there where the headquarters is,” Gomez said to Andres and they
wheeled the motorcycle over to where two sentries stood in front of the closed door of the great stone building.
Gomezleaned the motorcycle against the wall as a motorcyclist in a leathersuit, showing against the light from inside
the building as the dooropened, came out of the door with a dispatch case hung over his shoulder, a
wooden-holstered Mauser pistol swung against his hip. Asthe light went off, he found his motorcycle in the dark by
the door,
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