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Each of us, in our own lives, will have to accept responsibility——for instilling an ethic of achievement in our
children, for adapting to a more competitive economy, for strengthening our communities, and sharing some
measure of sacrifice. So let us begin. Let us begin this hard work together. Let us transform this nation.Let us be the
generation that reshapes our economy to compete in the digital age. Let's set high standards for our schools and
give them the resources they need to succeed. Let's recruit a new army of teachers and give them better pay and
more support in exchange for more accountability. Let's make college more affordable, and let's invest in scientific
research, and let's lay down broadband lines through the heart of inner cities and rural towns all across
America.And as our economy changes, let's be the generation that ensures our nation’s workers are sharing in our
prosperity. Let's protect the hardearned benefits their companies have promised. Let's make it possible for
hardworking Americans to save for retirement. And let's allow our unions and their organizers to lift up this
country's middle class again.Let's be the generation that ends poverty in America. Every single person willing to
work should be able to get job training that leads to a job, and earn a living wage that can pay the bills, and afford
child care so their kids have a safe place to go when they work. Let's do this.Let's be the generation that finally
tacldes@ our health care crisis. We can control costs by focusing on prevention, by providing better treatment to
the chronically ill, and using technology to cut the bureaucracy. Let's be the generation that says fight here, right
now, that we will have universal health care in America by the end of the next President's first term.Let's be the
generation that finally frees America from the tyranny of oil. We can harness homegrown, alternative fuels like
ethanol and spur the production of more fuel-efficient cars. We can set up a system for capping greenhouse gases.
We can turn this crisis of global warming into a moment of opportunity for innovation, and job creation,and an
incentive for businesses that will serve as a model for the world.Let's be the generation that makes future
generations proud of what we did here.Most of all, let's be the generation that never forgets what happened on that
September day and confront the terrorists with everything we've got. Politics doesn't have to divide us on this
anymore——we can work together to keep our country safe. I've worked with Republican Senator Dick Lugar to
pass a law that will secure and destroy some of the world's deadliest, unguarded weapons.
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