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Although more than twenty years have elapsed, the memory of my setting foot on Chinese soil for the first time
ever remains vivid.. In the chilly February or March, 1987, | arrived at Peking University for a short-term education
program. The university and its surrounding areas have since evolved into a concentration of ITC] information
technologyd industries, dubbed the "Silicon Valley of China. Back then, however, it was a sleepy village where
donkey- and horse-pulled carts rolled up and down the road unhurriedly. White poplars and locust trees lining the
road were leafless and dark clouds were hanging over the city. The seemingly desolate landscape made me feel a
little bituneasy. However, something cheered me up; it was just like a brilliant be ampenetr ating the thick clouds to
eliminate my unease. An acquaint ancein troduced me to a Chinese family. Although we were meeting for the first
time, the family was extremely welcoming and hospitable to me a Japanese person who spoke broken Chinese.
They said, "Let's make some dumplings together." When the dumplings were ready to serve they said, "Please help
yourself." They were treating me like an old friend. Back then in Japan, information on China was scarce. Probably
as a result of inadequate understanding, China was even described as a country hiding behind a bamboo curtain.”
Who were the people living in ChinalJ

What kind of life were they living[J

What were they thinking about[]

Nothing was known. Anyway, it turned out that all people I met in.
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O00(@O)OODOOO (Kobayashi Say) O O O O O O O Kobayashi Sayurild A freelance writer and
translator, Kobayashi Sayuri was born in Nagano County, Japan. After graduation,she worked for the national
headquarters of the Japan-China Friendship Association (Kanda, Tokyo,now is a juridical association) as an editor
of the organ newspaper Japan and China. Since September 2000,she worked as the Japanese cultural and
educational expert for the People's China Magazine Press of the China International Publishing Group for five
years.Later, she became a freelancer based in Beijing,writing about all aspects of the Chinese society, culture and life
for Japanese media. Theauthor's blog: Beijing Media Watch http://pekin-media.jugem.jp
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Preface2008, Messages of the Beijing Olympics[] Beijing Pressing Ahead Despite Interferencel] Air Cleaning, the
"Face" of the "Green Olympics"[] Bittersweet Olympics TicketsC] The Subway Network, Carrying the Dream of
Beijingers] Thoughts on the Year of the OlympicsC] Olympic Qualifying Matches Like Formal Competitions

[ Beijing Seen in the Marathond Food Safety, a Concern of the World[ Torch Relay Finally Kicks OffC] The
"Bird’s Nest"--Icon of the Olympic Games[J Overcoming the Devastating Sichuan EarthquakeJ Beijing Olympics
Rapidly Approaches2005, The Dream of Beijing[] The Blue Sky Choir in the Park] Even Though the Street Has
Changed His and Her Dreamsd Foreigners Living in Courtyard Houses[J Super Bathhouses, Perfect
Services2006, Wandering in the Hutongs(] Ban Lifted on Spring Festival Firecrackers[] Unique Loan Words

[0 Admiring Cherry Blossoms in the Yuyuantan Park[] Using Humor as the Facadell Copper Coins from Old
ManchurialJ Japanese-language Dubbing Competitionl] Traditional Chinese Medicine for Heat Stroke[] Beijing,
from Monet to Picassol] Chinese People Liking Watermelon[] The Afternoon in a Hutong[l Autograph Session
of Kenzaburo Oe in Beijing[] The Hardworking Students Previously Studying in Japan] Happy My Xth Times of
Birthday[ Pets Craze of Dog Raising2007, In Love with Clapper Talk(] Take It Easy[] A Different Spring Festival
[J Talk Show Program with Beijing Radio [J 1[1 O Talk Show Program with Beijing Radio O 2[J [J A Chance to
Learn guaiban O Clapper Talk(J O Suffering from Pollenosis in Beijingld Chinese Food My First Attendance of
Clapper Talk Salon[J Singing the Declaration era Real Man at Beijing Airportd Vacationing in a Destination
Country of TouriststJ A Glance at China's Medical System Rain in Japan and Umbrellas from ChinalJ Steeling
Oneself in a Competitive Society[] First Snow in BeijinglJ A Fascinating Talk Show with Yano Kojill Diversified
and Colorful Fashion for Quiality Life2008, In Pursuit of Bits of Happiness[] Snow, Hutong and Akutagawa

[0 Chinese Overseas Students Will Change ChinalJ Sine-Japanese Football Match: the Chinese TV
Commentator's Spectacular Shouts[1 Olympic City Changes with Each Passing Day Work for Food Safety[] The
Mighty Trend of Real Estate: "Special Requirement of the Olympic Games"[] Moving to a New House [1 1[]

[0 Moving to a New House [ 200 [0 Moving to a New House [1 300 Searching for Happiness at Xizhaosi Street A
Letter of Thanks from China Red Cross Plum Rain in Beijing Wish a Complete Success of Beijing Olympic Games
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