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Zhu Xi, a thinker of the Southern Song Dynast,once wrote: "Why is the water so clear inthe dyke, for the fresh
water comes from thespringhead.” Literally he meant that the water was clearthanks to a flowing headstream. The
two lines aptly de-scribe China's South-to-North Water Diversion Projectcurrently under construction. The aim of
the project isto divert running headwaters from southern China tothe north. The goal is to solve the chronic water
short-age in northern China while cleaning up the rivers andlakes in the north. This sparkling goal is already
under-way.Being the largest long-distance water diversion projectin China’'s history; the South-to-North Water
DiversionProject has cost nearly RMBsoo million to date, twiceas much as the Three Gorges Project. The project
isdivided into three water diversion routes: the EasternRoute Project [1 ERP[I , the Middle Route Project 1 MRP
(1 and the Western Route Project 1 WRPLI . When all threeparts are completed, a total of 44.8 billion cubic
metersof water will be diverted every year until 2050. That isabout equal to digging a new Yellow River along the
ba-sin plains of the Yellow River, Huaihe River and HaiheRiver and the northwest part of China.
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00 O O Following the principle of "making a unified planto take into consideration every aspect of a matterand
implementing the plan step by step,” in 2007,the local government of Hebei started constructionof a series of
supporting projects, so that parts of thecities will be able to handle emergencies by the timewhen the emergency
water supply project of theMRP in Beijing was started in 2008. The main projectsand key urban water supply
projects will be finishedby the time the MRP is ready for use in 2010, and allthe supporting projects will be finished
around 2015.Hutuo River Inverted Siphon ProjectThe Hutuo River Inverted Siphon Project wasstarted on
December 30, 2003. It is the first phase ofthe MRP in Hebei. The construction of the projectmarks the start of the
MRP of South-to-North WaterDiversion Project in Hebei. The Hutuo River InvertedSiphon Project is on the

Hutuo River in Zhengding,Shijiazhuang. It is an important part of the emergen-cy water supply project of the
Beijing-Shijiazhuangsection project.
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