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[0 O But is there any criterion for judging who has entered Buddhahood[

In fact[] there is not. However[d the monks'practice of asceticism was perfectly obvious] and if one has
various noble attainments[] is skilled in reciting and interpreting the sutrast] is lenientl] and free from common
behavioral traitsC] such a person was believed tohave entered Buddhahood. But it was not enough for this belief to
come from thecommon people] but must be approved from a higher level.[] (I In light of conventiond the
Grand Living Buddha such as the Dalai Lamal] thePanchen Erdeni and the Hutugtu of the "four lings" O referring
to the dwelling placesof the four Grand Buddhas who are qualified to be regents in Lhasall should be con-ferred
the title by the Emperor of the day. The local government in Tibet was onlyable to confer the title to those small
Living Buddhas of lesser importance.[] [1 There are many ranks of Living Buddhas. The Dalai Lamall the
Panchen Erdenil] Zhebozundainba from the Outer Mongolia in the old days and Zamgya Hutugtu inlnner
Mongolia ranked first; the four lings' Hutugtu ranked second; the Abbot LivingBuddhas from big monasteries like
Jamyang Hutugtu from the Labrang Monasteryand Paglha Hutugtu from the Qamdo area ranked third. These
names were recordedin the list of the Commission for Mongolian and Tibetan Affairs of the imperialcourt. The first
three ranks could be the Grand Living Buddhas. The reincarnatesfrom Gandain Chiba Abbot in the past dynasties
ranked fourthJ while Cogen Zhugufrom three big monasteries in Tibet ranked fifth(J Zhacang Zhugu sixth and
KamcunZhugu seventh.[ [J in accordance with conventionl] anyone who gains the Geshi degree possessesthe
qualification to reincarnate. Besides[] it is very important to see if he accumulateswealth or controls one of the
monasteries in his previous life. If trulyl his discipleswill find a reincarnation for him to hold on to his wealth and
status. If a Geshi hasneither wealth nor good statusl] no one will find a reincarnation for him. Someonewould be
reincarnated for one or two generationst] then he suddenly goes bankrupt[] so he has to settle in "Paradise”[]
with no further need to live in the world. There wasalso a kind of Living Buddha who had sufficient wealth to make
donations to the local Tibetan government to obtain the title and even rise to higher rank.[0 [ There are two
concepts between the Living Buddha reincarnation and the re- incarnation of common people. The Living Buddha
is a Buddha who does not have to undergo the process of transmigration but who chooses reincarnation in order to
go on helping to deliver all living creatures from torment. As to common people's reincarnationJ this goes
through six transmigrations according to one's own fate[1 which is totally different from the Living Buddha
reincarnation system.
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