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O O“ Wewont allow them to tear things up and leave US with thetoxic aftermath] " said Felix Aguilar(] 2801 as
he piloted a boatload oftourists through a lake in the Alerces National Park.“ We take care ofthings here SO that
the entire world can hear and see nature in itspure state. The world must help US prevent this.” [ [0 Argentina
took in more than$1 billion over the past decade bygranting exploration contracts for precious metals to more than
70foreign and domestic companies.|f the country were to turn away amajor investor[d the message to its mining
sector would be chilling.[0 O Residents also complain that Argentina hasnt given nature-basedtourism a chance.

“ If the government invested in US a tenth of theeffort they put into Illiningd things would be a lot different here
(0" grumbled Randal Williams[J 7300 who rents tourist cabins in Esquel.[] [ Forest ecologist Paul Alaback] a
University of Montana professorwho studies the alerces[] said Argentine authorities could gain fromAlaska’ S
successful nature.based tourism.”“ Nature.based tourismwould mean fewer jobs immediately but would be
sustainable.You’ dbe building on something that is going to grow[J not going to goaway.” hesaid.00 0 O O [
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