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O O In alecture on capitalism and socialismC] for example[l Melendres asked theteacher how the Chinese
economy could be both socialist and market-drivenJ without incurring some of the problems that befell the
former Soviet Union. "I dontwant to memorize information for tests only[] " says Melendres. "Better grades
comefrom better understanding."[] [J Study together. The value of hitting the books together was demonstrated in
anexperiment at the University of California at Berkeley. While a graduate studentthere] Uri Treisman observed a
freshman calculus class in which Asian-Americansld on averagel] scored higher than other minority students from
similar academicbackgrounds. Treisman found that the Asian-Americans discussed homeworkproblems together
O tried different approaches and explained their solutions to oneanother.[J [0 The others] by contrast[] studied
alonel] spent most of their time reading andrereading the text(] and tried the same approach time after time even
If it wasunsuccessful. On the basis of his findings[J Treisman suggested teaching group——study methods in the
course. Once that was donelJ the groups performed equallywell.[J [0 Test yourself. As part of her note-taking[]
Roman highlights points she thinksmay be covered during exams. Later she frames tentative test questions based
onthose points and gives herself a written examination before test day. "If | cantanswer the question satisfactorily[]

I go back and reviewJ " she says.[] [J Experts confirm what Roman has figured out for herself. Students who
makeup possible test questions often find many of the same questions on the real examand thus score higher.[

[0 Do more than youre asked. If her math teacher assigns five problems] ChristiAnderson does ten. If the
world-history teacher assigns eight pages of reading[] shereads 12. "Part of learning is practicing] " says Anderson.
"And the more youpractice[] the more you learn."lJ [J The most important "secret” of the super-achievers is not
so secret. Foralmost all straight-A students[] the contribution of their parents was crucial.From infancyl] the
parents imbued them with a love for learning. They set highstandards for their kidsCl and held them to those
standards. They encouraged theirsons and daughters in their studies but did not do the work for them.
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