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“ Reading this book has filled a gap in my education. | feel a sense of completion, understand that UNIX is really
a style of community. Now I get it, at least | get it one level deeper than I ever did before. This book came at a
perfect moment for me, a moment when | shifted from visualizing programs as things to programs as the shadows
cast by communities. From this perspective, Eric makes UNIX make perfect sense[]
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Prefacel. CONTEXT. 1. Philosophy. Culture? What culture? The durability of Unix. The case against
learning Unix culture. What Unix gets wrong. What Unix gets right. Basics of the Unix philosophy. The
Unix philosophy in one lesson.  Applying the Unix philosophy. Attitude matters too. 2. History.  Origins and
history of Unix, 1969-1995. Origins and history of the hackers, 1961-1995. The open-source movement: 1998
and onward. The lessons of Unix history. 3. Contrasts.  The elements of operating-system style.
Operating-system comparisons. What goes around, comes around.Il. DESIGN. 4. Modularity. Encapsulation
and optimal module size. Compactness and orthogonality. Libraries. Unix and object-oriented languages.
Coding for modularity. 5. Textuality. The Importance of Being Textual. Data file metaformats. Application
protocol design. Application protocol metaformats. 6. Transparency. Some case studies. Designing for
transparency and discoverability. Designing for maintainability. 7. Multiprogramming.  Separating complexity
control from performance tuning. Taxonomy of Unix IPC methods. Problems and methods to avoid. Process
partitioning at the design level. 8. Minilanguages. 9. Transformation. 10. Configuration. 11. Interfaces. 12.
Optimization. 13. Complexity. I1l. IMPLEMENTATION. 14. Languages. 15. Tools. 16. Re-Use. IV.
COMMUNITY. 17. Portability. 18. Documentation. 19. Open Source. 20. Futures. A. Glossary of Abbreviations.
B. References. C. Contributors.
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