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O00000O"™Mysond "said D’ Artagnan’ s father[d "this horse was born in my stables about thirty years ago
and has served me faithfully ever then. This fact ought to make you glad to own it. " "Since you are going to make a
living yourself in the world[J " continued the old Gascon[d "notice carefully your name of gentleman. Accept
criticism from no one but the Oardinal and the King. Never be afraid of quarrelsC] but face adventure. | have
taught you the way to use the sword. "[0 [J "The minute you reach ParisC] " added the old man. " take this letter in
person to M. de Treville. This gentleman was my neighbour before] and had the honour of being the chosen
companion of our King before his accession to the throne.Now he is a captain of the Musketeers-chief of the King
" s personal guards. Furthermoreldl M. de Treville gains ten thousand crowns a year and is a great noble. He began
as you begin. look for him with this letter and regard him as your model so that you maybe as successful as he had
been. My son(J | have nothing to give you but fifteen crownsd my horse and the suggestions that you have just
heard. Make full use of alllJ wish you live happily and long. "[0 [0 With these words[] the old man hung his own
sword over hisson’ sshoulderd kissed him on both cheeksO blessed him and said goodbye.lJ O D’ Artagnan
dismounted at the "Jolly Miller" when he reached Meung. As he did so he found a stern-looking gentleman
standing at a half-open window on the ground floor. He was talking to two other persons behind him in the room
and they seemed to be listening to him with unusual respect. D’ Artagnan naturally thought that the conversation
must be about him as the man looked steadily in his directionJ and so he listened carefully to what they said.[]
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