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(0 O 1.1 What is aword? [ To many people the most obvious feature of a language isthat it consists of words. If
we write English,we recognizewords on the page -they have a space on either side;welearn to spell them, play games
with them like Scrabble,and look them up in dictionaries.It ought not to be difficultto know what a word is and
how to describe it.[] [ Yet when we look a little more closely,a word turnsout to be far from the simple and
obvious matter weimagine it to be. Even if we are literate English-speakingadults,we are often unsure where a word
begins andends.Is English-speaking one word or two?How do wedecide about sequences like lunchtime
(lunch-time,lunch time),dinner-time, breakfast time?How manywords in isnt,pick-me-up,CD?Children who
cannot yetread have little awareness of word boundaries,and often learn about them through word games,like Tm
thinkingof a word that rhymes with....
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